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1493
Christopher Columbus sees 3 

mermaids by the Dominican 

Republic. He writes that they’re 

“not as beautiful as they are

painted”. 
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Q: What did he really see?

HINT:

These “sea cows” 

get hit by boats

a lot…



1768
In London, Philip Astley stages 

the first modern circus. Crowds 

watch him wave a sword in the 

air while riding his horse with 

one foot on the animal’s head.
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Q: What 2 are famous for 

the U.S. circus?

HINT:

P.T. ______

&

______ …



1788
This state ratifies the 

Constitution, making it the fifth 

to do so. In the process, it 

becomes the 5th state in the 

Union. Its capital is Hartford. 
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Q: What state?

HINT:

Its abbreviation

is “CT”…



1861

This state becomes the second 

to break away from the Union 

and join South Carolina as the 

Confederate States of America. 
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Q: What state?

HINT:

“Miss, may I sip?”



1861
In what many consider to be the 

“first shots of the Civil War”, the 

ship Star of the West, sent to

re-supply Fort Sumter, is fired at 

from The Citadel. 
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Q: What was the importance 

behind Fort Sumter?

HINT:

It was a Union fort in 

South Carolina…



1902

The state of New York introduces 

a bill to outlaw flirting in public. 
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Q: What is the cheesiest 

pick-up line you know?

HINT:

“I know you’re 

looking for a STUD –

I’ve got the STD, all I 

need is U”…



1913

The future 37th U.S. President, 

and the first to resign while in 

office, is born in Yorba Linda, 

California. 

© 2000 DR. HARTNELL

Q: What U.S. President?

HINT:

His nickname was 

“Tricky Dick”…



1944
Jimmy Page, the guitarist and 

“leader” of this rock band, is 

born in Middlesex, England. He 

is considered one of the most 

influential guitarists of all time.
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Q: What rock band?

HINT:

Everybody needs a 

little “Led”…



1969
This famous NY quarterback 

guarantees his Jets will win 

Super Bowl III. They defeat the 

18-point-favorite Baltimore Colts 

16-7 just 3 days later. 
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Q: What quarterback?

HINT:

His nickname was 

“Broadway Joe”…



2006

This play surpasses Cats as the 

longest running show on 

Broadway. 
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Q: What play?

HINT:

The main character 

wears a funky half 

white mask…



Today is…
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Just in case you needed an extra reason to celebrate!

National Play God Day



Birthdays
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Happy Birthday to you!

Is it your birthday?

If so, see Dr. Hartnell for 

your official Birthday Pencil!


