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1776
During the American Revolution, 

Thomas Paine publishes 

Common Sense, a scathing 

attack on Britain’s king and a 

call for complete independence. 
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Q: Who was Britain's king 

at the time?

HINT:

It was NOT Henry, 

Charles, John, or 

Edward…



1861
This state becomes the third to 

secede from the Union to join 

South Carolina and Mississippi 

as the Confederate States of 

America (CSA). 
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Q: What state?

HINT:

Tom Petty was born 

here…



1899
Filipino leader Emilio Aguinaldo 

renounces the treaty that ended 

the Spanish-American War and 

gave the Philippines to the U.S., 

and war soon breaks out. 
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Q: What treaty?

HINT:

You all know this 

one by now…



1901
A drilling derrick at Spindletop 

Hill in Texas produces a gusher 

of crude ____. As a result, it and 

petroleum would become 

America’s new fuel source. 
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Q: What?

HINT:

100%

Texas tea…



1903
Argentina bans the importation 

of American beef because of 

sanitation problems. In fact, 

many countries begin worrying 

about the meat business. 
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Q: What book dealt with 

bad meat and immigrants?

HINT:

“Welcome to the 

________, baby!”          

by Guns ‘n’ Roses…



1920
The League of Nations comes 

into being when its charter is 

approved by 42 countries. It fails 

to prevent war, as demonstrated 

by the outbreak of WWII in 1939. 
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Q: What key country didn’t 

join the L.O.N.?

HINT:

Ironically, it’s the 

same country that 

proposed its 

creation…



1942
Ford begins making this kind of 

vehicle. After WWII, it became 

popular among civilians.                   

The name came from the initials 

G.P. for “General Purpose”. 
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Q: What vehicle?

HINT:

Say the initials G.P. 

and you’ll get it…



1949
The Radio Corporation of 

America (RCA) announces the 

development of a new format for 

playing music. It revolutionizes 

the pop music business. 
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Q: What development?

HINT:

It’s obsolete today, 

but it used to make 

the whole music 

industry go around 

and around and 

around and…



1976
C.W. McCall’s “Convoy” hits #1 

on the Billboard Hot 100. The 

story tells the tale of a fictional 

trucker driving from the West to 

East Coast without stopping.
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Q: What’s a CB radio?

HINT:

10-4 rubber duck,

it stands for 

“Citizens Band” 

radio…



1987
From the files of “Woah! What a 

way to go!” comes this gem… in 

Connecticut, detectives find bits 

and pieces of Helle Crafts. Her 

husband is found guilty. 
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Q: How did he kill her?

HINT:

They’re supposed to 

be used to dispose 

of tree limbs…



Today is…
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Just in case you needed an extra reason to celebrate!

National Peculiar People Day



Birthdays
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Happy Birthday to you!

Is it your birthday?

If so, see Dr. Hartnell for 

your official Birthday Pencil!


