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1639
In Hartford, Connecticut, 

representatives adopt the first 

constitution in the American 

colonies, the “Fundamental 

Orders of Connecticut”. 
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Q: What was our first 

Constitution called?

HINT:

It governed the U.S. 

from 1781-1788…



1741
Benedict Arnold is born in 

Norwich, CT. He was a hero 

during the American Revolution 

until he accepted £20,300 from 

Britain to switch sides. 
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Q: How much is £20,300 in 

U.S. dollars?

HINT:

The answer is 

$39,771.70 (which is 

$1.7 million today)!



1784

The Continental Congress 

ratifies the treaty that ended the 

American Revolution in 1783. 

The 13 colonies are now “free”. 
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Q: What peace treaty?

HINT:

You know this 

answer…



1942

During WWII, immigrants from 

Italy, Germany, and Japan are 

required to register with the 

Department of Justice.
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Q: What happens to the 

Japanese-Amer. citizens?

HINT:

They weren’t put in 

concentration 

camps, but instead 

these camps…



1943

During WWII, U.S. President FDR 

and this British Prime Minister 

meet at Casablanca in Morocco 

(in Africa) to plan their strategy. 
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Q: What British Prime 

Minister?

HINT:

Sir “W.C.”…



1950

As the Cold War grows more 

intense, the Soviets send a 

Mikoyan-Guryevich plane (MiG)

up on its maiden flight. 
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Q: What is a MiG?

HINT:

We have the Hornet, 

Tomcat, Blue Angel, 

Stealth Bomber, and 

the Eagle…



1951
The first “Pro Bowl” game is 

played in Los Angeles, 

California. The location was 

moved to Hawaii (1980), Florida 

(2016), and Las Vegas (2022). 
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Q: What sport plays the 

“Pro Bowl”?

HINT:

It’s easily the worst 

of the “All-Star” 

games…



1954
Joe DiMaggio marries this 

actress. Even though they last 9 

months, after she dies in 1962, 

he sends red roses to her grave 

3 times a week for 20 years. 
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Q: What actress?

HINT:

She had an affair 

with JFK and RFK…



1973
In Super Bowl VII in LA, this 

team beats the Redskins 14-7 to 

become the first team to end the 

entire season undefeated (17-0). 

Don Shula was their coach. 

© 2000 DR. HARTNELL

Q: What team?

HINT:

The Miami Manatees 

is a cooler name…



1995
The Swedish techo-folk-blugrass 

band Rednex begin a 3-week run 

at #1 when “Cotton Eye Joe” 

takes the top spot on the 

Billboard Hot 100. 
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Q: When was the song 

“Cotton Eye Joe” written?

HINT:

The same year

as the start of the 

Civil War…



Today is…
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Just in case you needed an extra reason to celebrate!

National Dress Up Your Pet Day



Birthdays
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Happy Birthday to you!

Is it your birthday?

If so, see Dr. Hartnell for 

your official Birthday Pencil!


