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1706
This scientist, author of Poor 

Richard’s Almanack, founder of 

the University of Pennsylvania, 

co-author of the Dec. of Ind., and 

nudist is born in Boston, MA. 
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Q: Who?

HINT:

He flew a kite and 

“discovered” 

electricity…



1781
Despite being outnumbered 2:1, 

Patriots defeat the British at the 

Battle of Cowpens in SC. The 

British suffer 97% casualties 

(1,158 / 1,200) to America’s 72.
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Q: What movie depicted 

this battle?

HINT:

It was a war movie 

that starred William 

Wallace and the 

Joker – together –

but as different 

characters…



1893
On these islands in the Pacific, a 

group of U.S. sugar planters led 

by Sanford B. Dole overthrow 

Queen Liliuokalani and establish 

a new provincial government. 
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Q: What islands?

HINT:

They became our 

50th state in 1959…



1899

This famous Chicago mobster is 

born in Brooklyn, New York. 
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Q: What mobster?

HINT:

His nickname was 

“Scarface”…



1916

A group of golf professionals 

gather at the Taplow Club in New 

York City to found the PGA. 
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Q: What does PGA stand 

for?

HINT:

Professional…



1942
Cassius Clay, the only 3-time 

heavyweight champ, is born in 

KY. He began boxing at 12 after 

his bike was stolen and a cop 

suggested he learn to fight.

© 2000 DR. HARTNELL

Q: By what name is he 

better known?

HINT:

He called himself 

“The Greatest”…



1962
This actor is born in Toronto, 

Canada. Known for his zany 

characters, he began his career 

on Fox’s In Living Color where 

he played “Fire Marshall Bill”. 

© 2000 DR. HARTNELL

Q: What actor?

HINT:

“Ace Ventura”,

“The Mask”, 

“Dumb & Dumber”, 

“The Grinch”,           

“Liar, Liar”, “Eternal 

Sunshine of the 

Spotless Mind”…



1966
A B-52 bomber collides with a 

KC-135 jet tanker over Spain’s 

Mediterranean coast, dropping 4 

H-bombs to the ground below. 

All four are later recovered. 
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Q: Why didn’t they blow up 

on contact?

HINT:

Apparently someone 

forgot to flip the 

“on” switch…



1971
Robert James Ritchie is born in 

Detroit, Michigan. A 5-time 

Grammy winner, he was the #1 

selling male solo musician of the 

first decade of the 2000s.
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Q: By what name is he 

better known?

HINT:

“Child Stone” is 

remembered for 

“Cowboy”, 

“American Bad 

Ass”, and “All 

Summer Long”…



1994

Paula Jones, a former Arkansas 

state clerk, files a sexual 

harassment suit against this 

President. 
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Q: What President?

HINT:

While looking into 

the Paula Jones 

case, investigators 

uncovered the 

Monica Lewinsky 

affair…



Today is…
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Just in case you needed an extra reason to celebrate!

National Ditch Your New Year’s 

Resolutions Day



Birthdays
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Happy Birthday to you!

Is it your birthday?

If so, see Dr. Hartnell for 

your official Birthday Pencil!


