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REBIRTH & REFORM

Rebirth & Reform ushers in the 

Renaissance with an in-depth 

analysis of the deliciously 

sinful Dante’s Inferno. Europe’s 

“rebirth” took civilization to 

new heights thanks to its 

enlightened literature, science, 

music, art, and inventions. But 

this wasn’t just for the West. 

The Middle East, India, China, 

Japan, Korea, and Southeast Asia 

underwent transformations of 

their own!



TODAY’S UNIT & LESSON

Lesson 1
(MW 2.01)



RENAISSANCE:

The Renaissance was a 

“rebirth” of Greek and Roman 

culture from 1350-1600.

It began in Italy and soon 

spread to the rest of Europe. 

Money made off of visiting 

knights during the Crusades let 

cities in Italy prosper.



RENAISSANCE:

Extra “spending money” 

allowed for people to focus on

the arts.

As such, the Renaissance was 

an “artsy” time period.

There were a ton of famous 

artists, writers, scientists, and 

rulers.



RENAISSANCE:



Dante Alighieri
1265-1321

Who’s Who?

I was an Italian writer.

I’m best known for a narrative poem about my 

imaginary trip through Hell, Purgatory, and 

Heaven (called the Divine Comedy). It really

fired up the establishment.

My work represented a literary transition from

the Middle Ages to the Renaissance.

Renaissance



Donato Bramante
1444-1514

Who’s Who?

I was an Italian architect.

I’m best known for creating gorgeous 

palazzos (like today’s luxury apartments) and 

reviving the use of domes.

My work paved the way for the Baroque 

Movement, which, in turn, contributed to 

Western architecture.

Renaissance



1475-1564

Who’s Who?

Michelangelo Buonarroti

I was an Italian artist.

I’m best known for my 17-foot-tall nude statue

of Israel’s King David and my paintings done 

on the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel.

I was the orange-masked Teenage Mutant 

Ninja Turtle with a pair of nunchaku.

Renaissance



Geoffrey Chaucer
1343-1400

Who’s Who?

I was an English writer.

I’m best known for writing The Canterbury 

Tales about a Christian pilgrimage in England. 

My story provided great insight to 14th

Century society.

I’m seen as the best English writer… after 

Shakespeare.

Renaissance



Nicolaus Copernicus
1473-1543

Who’s Who?

I was a Polish scientist.

I’m best known for putting forth an idea that

the sun is the center of the universe and that 

the planets go around it.

My “heliocentric” system disputed the widely 

accepted theory that Earth was the center of 

the universe.

Renaissance



Leonardo da Vinci
1452-1519

Who’s Who?

I was an Italian artist.

I’m best known for my paintings The Last 

Supper and Mona Lisa but dabbled in just 

about everything… I even had prototypes of a 

helicopter and a tank.

I was the blue-masked Teenage Mutant Ninja 

Turtle with two katana.

Renaissance



Miguel de Cervantes
1547-1616

Who’s Who?

I was a Spanish writer.

I’m best known for writing Don Quixote, about

a Spanish nobleman who thought he was a 

knight and set out on an adventure with his 

peasant sidekick Sancho Panza.

I’m considered by many to be Spain’s 

“Shakespeare”.

Renaissance



Lorenzo de’ Medici
1449-1492

Who’s Who?

I was an Italian writer and banker.

My family ruled Florence, Italy for 300 years. 

I’m best known for using my great wealth to

build libraries and support writers and artists

(like Michelangelo) throughout Italy.

I’m considered the greatest philanthropist of

the Renaissance.

Renaissance



Josquin Desprez
1440-1521

Who’s Who?

I was a French musician.

I’m best known for being the most influential 

composer of the Renaissance. I helped

popularize music outside of church service.

I helped make lutes, viols, and harpsichords… 

“hip”.

Renaissance



Donato di Niccolò
1386-1466

Who’s Who?

I was an Italian artist (better known as 

“Donatello”).

I’m best known for creating the first nude 

statue of the Renaissance, a bronze statue of 

Israel’s King David.

I was the purple-masked Teenage Mutant 

Ninja Turtle with the bō staff.

Renaissance



Galileo Galilei
1386-1466

Who’s Who?

I was an Italian scientist.

I’m best known for supporting Copernicus’ 

“heliocentric” system and being put on trial 

by the Catholic Church. (“Thunderbolt and 

lightning, very, very frightening me.”)

I was placed on house arrest in 1633, but the 

Catholic Church later apologized... in 1992.

Renaissance



Johannes Gutenberg
1397-1468

Who’s Who?

I was a German inventor.

I’m best known for amending the Chinese 

printing press. My moveable type used 

individual blocks for each letter and number.

Because of this, research and reading 

exploded across Europe. My first mass-

produced book was the Bible.

Renaissance



Johannes Kepler
1571-1630

Who’s Who?

I was a German scientist.

I’m best known for discovering 3 laws of 

planetary motion and proving that the shape 

of a planet’s orbit is an ellipse. I supported 

Copernicus’ “heliocentric” system.

Sir Isaac Newton later used my work to form

his theory of gravity.

Renaissance



Niccolò Machiavelli
1469-1527

Who’s Who?

I was an Italian writer.

I’m best known for writing The Prince, which 

was about how a ruler should be bound only 

by rules that lead to his success in politics, 

war… and life.

The rapper Tupac Shakur went by the stage 

name “Makaveli” after reading my book in jail.

Renaissance



Gerardus Mercator
1512-1594

Who’s Who?

I was a Belgian scientist.

I’m best known for creating the “Mercator 

Map”. Like all projections, it distorts 

Greenland and shows it to be the same size 

as Africa. (FYI: Africa is 14 times larger than 

Greenland.)

My map is still used today.

Renaissance



Raphael Sanzio
1483-1520

Who’s Who?

I was an Italian artist.

I’m best known for my paintings of the Virgin 

Mary and angels. My attention to detail 

changed the way people viewed Mother Mary.

I was the red-masked Teenage Mutant Ninja 

Turtle with a pair of sai.

Renaissance



William Shakespeare
1564-1616

Who’s Who?

I was an English writer.

I’m best known for writing 38 plays, including: 

Romeo & Juliet, Hamlet, Macbeth, and Much 

Ado About Nothing.

Some historians question whether I was 

“real” or a pen name used by female writers.

Renaissance



Henry Tudor (Henry VIII)
Lived: 1491-1547; Ruled: 1509-1547

Who’s Who?

I was an English monarch.

I’m best known for having 6 wives and 

beheading 2 of them. I had 3 children 

(Elizabeth, Mary, Edward); all ruled England.

I brought the Reformation to England by 

wanting a divorce from my first wife.

Renaissance



Andreas Vesalius
1514-1564

Who’s Who?

I was a Belgian scientist.

I’m best known for dissecting cadavers, 

writing the first textbook on human anatomy, 

and establishing modern anatomy.

My work helped dispel incorrect notions 

about the human body.

Renaissance



REFORMATION:

The Protestant Reformation

“reformed” the Catholic Church

during the 1500s. 

It was a revolution within the 

church as people grew tired of 

its corruption.

It resulted in the establishment 

of Protestant churches.



Martin Luther
1483-1546

Who’s Who?

I was a German reformer.

I’m best known for writing and nailing my 95 

Theses (95 complaints) to a church door and

starting the Protestant Reformation.

Civil Rights leader Martin Luther King, Jr. was 

named after me.

Renaissance





FAST 5: UNIT 2, LESSON 1 (MW 2.01)

1
1. When was the Renaissance? 

What was the Renaissance?



FAST 5: UNIT 2, LESSON 1 (MW 2.01)

2
2. Why did the Renaissance 

begin in Italy?
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3
3. Name the four Teenage Mutant 

Ninja Turtles. For what are 

their Renaissance counterparts 

“best known”?
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4
4. Pick one important person 

from the Renaissance (of the 

non-turtle variety) and explain 

for what they are “best known”.



FAST 5: UNIT 2, LESSON 1 (MW 2.01)

5
5. When was the Reformation? 

What was the Reformation? 


