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In this circle a mixture of 

stinking snow and freezing 

rain falls from the sky. The 

souls here lie swollen in the 

icy mixture. They are guarded 

by Cerberus, the 3-headed 

dog of Hell. These souls are 

Gluttons, and each is alone in 

degradation, cold, and misery. 

Since these people wallowed 

in food and drink and 

produced nothing but garbage 

in life, in Hell they wallow in 

garbage and receive no food 

or drink.

Canto #6: 11:45pm, April 8th –

Third Circle:

The Gluttonous
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Location Category Description Punishment

Third

Circle

The 

Gluttonous

Did nothing but 

eat & drink 

beyond what’s 

needed to 

survive.

Wallow in garbage & human 

waste.  Receive no food or 

drink – forced to eat slime & 

muck.



The Poets encounter 2 

masses of sinners here. The 

group to the left is made up of 

Hoarders (Avaricious); the 

group to the right is made up 

of Wasters (Prodigal). These 

people were so extreme in 

their use (or non-use) of 

money. The Hoarders push 

weights in sacks to the center 

of the circle; then the Wasters 

push the sacks back out of 

the center of the circle. 

Canto #7: 12:15am, April 9th –

Fourth & Fifth Circles:

The Greedy & Wrathful
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Location Category Description Punishment

Fourth

Circle

The

Greedy 

(Avaricious 

& Prodigal)

Hoarders never 

spent $$$ - kept 

it to themselves; 

Wasters blew $$$ 

on junk.

Hoarders push weights in 

sacks to center of circle; 

Wasters push sacks back out 

of center. (Dante included 

church clergy here.)



The Poets descend to the Fifth 

Circle where they come 

across the river Styx, shown 

as a marsh. Here the Wrathful 

are punished. On the surface 

are muddy figures furiously 

attacking each other, while the 

more sullen ones (those who 

kept their wrath bottled up 

inside themselves) are sunk 

beneath the surface in filthy 

slime.

Canto #7: 12:15am, April 9th –

Fourth & Fifth Circles:

The Greedy & Wrathful
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Location Category Description Punishment

Fifth

Circle

The

Wrathful

Angry & full of 

rage ALL the 

time.

Wrathful are packed in River 

Styx where they fight for 

air. More sullen ones are 

sunk beneath the surface in 

slime.



Phlegyas [Fley-guy-as] races 

across the River Styx in his 

boat to ferry the Poets across. 

Dante watches a wrathful soul 

torn to pieces by the others. 

As the boat gets closer to the 

shore they can see the fiery 

red towers of Dis, the capital 

of Hell. The walls of the city 

block the way to “Lower Hell.” 

They get off the boat in front 

of a iron gate guarded by the 

Rebellious Angels. They 

refuse to let them pass, so 

Virgil says a prayer for 

Heaven to assist them.

Canto #8: 1:00am, April 9th –

Outside the City of Dis
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This entire canto is dominated 

by a sense of fear. While they 

are waiting for Divine aid, the 

3 Furies (snake-haired 

goddesses) suddenly appear 

at the top of a tower and 

summon Medusa to turn 

Dante to stone. Virgil covers 

Dante’s eyes and warns him 

against looking at the Gorgon. 

At that moment, a storm 

shakes Hell, and the Heavenly 

messenger arrives. With his 

touch, the gates fly open as 

he yells at the Rebellious 

Angels.

Canto #9: 2:00am, April 9th –

Sixth Circle:

The Heretics
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Inside Dis are the Heretics. 

The sin of heresy (belief that 

contradicts religious teaching) 

is the only sin punished in 

Dante’s Hell that is specifically 

Christian. All others are 

potential moral failings for any 

human. The Sixth Circle is 

separated from the circles 

above or below. Because 

these sinners denied 

Christianity, they are kept 

outside. The Heretics are 

trapped inside tombs that are 

wrapped in flames.

Canto #9: 2:00am, April 9th –

Sixth Circle:

The Heretics
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Location Category Description Punishment

Sixth

Circle

The

Heretics

Only sin punished 

in Dante’s Hell 

that is 

specifically 

Christian.

Heretics (witches) are 

trapped inside tombs that are 

wrapped in flames.



Still in the Sixth Circle, the 

Poets walk by a soul that 

Dante recognizes. This soul is 

one of Dante’s enemies on 

Earth, and he and Dante begin 

to talk about politics and 

argue.

There are several instances 

throughout The Inferno in 

which Dante uses his poem to 

rip on people that made him 

mad in “real” life.

Canto #10: 3:00am, April 9th –

Still in Sixth Circle
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While leaving the Sixth Circle, 

the Poets find a great pile of 

rocks that had once been a 

cliff but had collapsed 

because of an earthquake. 

They look down and see the 

Seventh Circle, but because 

the air is so foul they are 

forced to take shelter behind a 

tomb until they can grow 

accustomed to the stench. For 

the rest of this un-dramatic 

canto, Virgil informs Dante 

how Hell is organized and that 

the Seventh Circle is 

subdivided into 3 rings.

Canto #11: 4:00am, April 9th –

Leaving Sixth Circle & approaching 

Seventh Circle
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The Poets are menaced by a 

Minotaur (man’s body; bull’s 

head). This batch of sinners,

Those Violent Against One’s 

Neighbor/Others includes 

murderers, war makers, 

tyrants, robbers, and 

terrorists. They are immersed 

in the river Phlegethon

[Fley-geth-on], which is made 

of boiling blood. The amount 

of blood they spilled 

determines how deep they are 

sunk. Any sinner that tries to 

get out is shot with an arrow 

by Centaurs (man’s body and 

head; horse’s legs).

Canto #12: 4:30am, April 9th –

Seventh Circle, 1st Ring:

Violent Against One’s Neighbor
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Location Category Description Punishment

Seventh

Circle –

1st Ring

Those 

Violent 

Against 

One’s 

Neighbor/ 

Others

Murderers,                

war makers, 

tyrants, robbers,           

& terrorists.

Immersed in river of blood. 

Seriousness of sin determines 

how deeply in it they are 

sunk. (Dante included 

Alexander the Great & Attila 

the Hun.)



The canto opens with 6 

instances of “no” or “not” in 

the first 7 lines, indicating 

Dante’s hatred of suicide. 

In the 2nd Ring of the Seventh 

Circle, the Poets enter the 

Woods of the Suicides where 

Those Violent Against Oneself 

are punished. These souls are 

encased in trees, whose limbs 

are torn off by harpies 

(woman’s body/head; bird’s 

wings/feet). Blood (not sap) 

rush out, and only while it is 

pouring are the souls allowed 

to speak.

Canto #13: 5:00am, April 9th –

Seventh Circle, 2nd Ring:

Those Violent Against Oneself
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Location Category Description Punishment

Seventh

Circle –

2nd Ring

Those 

Violent 

Against 

Oneself

People who commit 

suicide (for any 

reason).

Transformed into trees whose 

limbs are ripped off by 

Harpies, spilling blood and 

not sap.



The 3rd ring of the Seventh 

Circle consists of a sandy 

plain rained upon by eternal 

fire, clearly signifying the 

wrath of God for these 

sinners. All the sinners here 

went against the Divine plan 

for human existence.

There are 3 groups of sinners 

within this ring.

Canto #14: 5:15am, April 9th –

Seventh Circle, 3rd Ring:

Those Violent Against God

© 2020 Dr. Hartnell’s 135 Live!



A. The Blasphemers:

Insulted God; frequently took 

Lord’s name in vain; openly 

defied God.

They are slowly stretched out 

as they lie facing the Heaven 

they scorned.

Canto #14: 5:15am, April 9th –

Seventh Circle, 3rd Ring:

Those Violent Against God
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B. The Sodomites:

Engaged in/desired sex for 

purposes other than 

reproduction, but more 

specifically than those in the 

tornado. They sinned against 

“Nature” (God’s intended plan 

of sex to reproduce).

They must run in endless 

circles chasing the person in 

front of them (but never 

catching them).

Canto #14: 5:15am, April 9th –

Seventh Circle, 3rd Ring:

Those Violent Against God
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C. The Usurers:

Loaned $$$ but charged 

unreasonable interest. They 

sinned against “Industry” 

(God’s intended plan for $$$). 

Dante believed it was a sin to 

profit by lending money 

They are forced to crouch 

over their $$$ bags forever in 

what has to be the worst 

“wall-sits” ever.

Canto #14: 5:15am, April 9th –

Seventh Circle, 3rd Ring:

Those Violent Against God
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Location Category Description Punishment

Seventh

Circle –

3rd Ring

Those 

Violent 

Against   

God

Blasphemers (take 

Lord’s name in 

vain); Sodomites 

(sexual sin); 

Usurers (charge 

interest).

On burning sand rained upon 

by fire; Blasphemers: 

stretched out; Sodomites: run 

in circles chasing person in 

front of them; Usurers: 

crouch over $$$ bags.





FAST 5: UNIT 2, LESSON 4 (MW 2.04)

1
1. Describe the Third Circle of 

Hell by answering these 

questions:

a. Who is housed here?

b. Why are they housed here?

c. What is their punishment?



FAST 5: UNIT 2, LESSON 4 (MW 2.04)

2
2. Describe the Fourth Circle 

of Hell by answering these 

questions:

a. Who is housed here?

b. Why are they housed here?

c. What is their punishment?



FAST 5: UNIT 2, LESSON 4 (MW 2.04)

3
3. Describe the Fifth Circle of 

Hell by answering these 

questions:

a. Who is housed here?

b. Why are they housed here?

c. What is their punishment?



FAST 5: UNIT 2, LESSON 4 (MW 2.04)

4
4. Describe the Sixth Circle of 

Hell by answering these 

questions:

a. Who is housed here?

b. Why are they housed here?

c. What is their punishment?



FAST 5: UNIT 2, LESSON 4 (MW 2.04)

5
5. Describe the Seventh Circle 

(all 3 Rings) of Hell by 

answering these questions:

a. Who is housed here?

b. Why are they housed here?

c. What is their punishment? 


