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Outrunning the demons, the 

Poets slide down the slope to 

Bolgia 6, just ahead of their 

pursuers. Dante observes a 

line of weeping sinners, 

clothed in golden cloaks lined 

with lead. These sinners are 

the Hypocrites who 

“fraudulently” said one thing 

(but did another). Dante 

notices the shade of Joseph 

Caiaphas, crucified and 

transfixed by three stakes to 

the floor so that every sinner 

here must tread on him. 

(Caiaphas was the Jewish 

priest that put Jesus on trial.) 

Canto #23: 9:00am, April 9th –

Eighth Circle, Bolgia 6:

The Hypocrites
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Location Category Description Punishment

Eighth

Circle –

Bolgia 6

The           

Hypocrites

Say one thing and 

do another.

Wear gold cloaks lined with 

lead & walk in circles.



The Poets move down into the 

pit of Bolgia 7. Here serpents 

are coiled about the sinners 

(Thieves), binding their hands 

behind them and knotting 

themselves through their 

loins. A serpent flies at a 

sinner and pierces the jugular 

vein, causing the sinner to 

burst into flames, collapse 

into ashes, and then reform.  

Just as thieves take away 

property (and “fraudulently” 

possess stuff that isn’t theirs), 

so they themselves undergo 

disintegration throughout 

eternity. 

Canto #24: 11:00am, April 9th –

Eighth Circle, Bolgia 7:

The Thieves
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Location Category Description Punishment

Eighth

Circle –

Bolgia 7

The Thieves Thou Shall Not 

Steal.

Serpents bind hands and knot 

themselves through loins. If 

jugular vein is bitten, 

sinner bursts into flames, 

then reforms.



One of the Thieves makes an 

obscene gesture and swears 

at God. Hearing this, the 

serpents attack him. Some 

thieves have additional 

punishments depending upon 

the severity of their stealing in 

life. Some of them first appear 

to be humans… other reptiles. 

Then through a painful 

transformation, they change 

forms with each other. This is 

because in life they took other 

peoples’ stuff and made it into 

their own.

Canto #25: 11:45am, April 9th –

Still in Eighth Circle, Bolgia 7
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In Bolgia 8, the 

Deceivers/False Counselors 

are punished. These sinners 

used their eloquence to 

“fraudulently” mislead others. 

They are wrapped in tongues 

of fire, which conceal them 

just as in life their speech 

concealed their thought.

Cantos #26 & #27: 12:00pm, April 

9th – Eighth Circle, Bolgia 8:  

The Deceivers / False Counselors
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Location Category Description Punishment

Eighth

Circle –

Bolgia 8

The           

Deceivers

Knowingly gave 

bad advice.

Wrapped in tongues of fire.



In Bolgia 9, the sinners are 

divided into 3 categories: 

Sowers of Religious Discord, 

Political Discord, and Discord 

Among Kinsmen. For 

“fraudulently” misleading 

people, they walk in a circle. 

At one point in their journey, a 

demon armed with a sword 

cuts them from their chin to 

their groin. By the time they 

reach him again, their wounds 

are healed… and hacked 

anew. Two of the Sowers of 

Religious Discord include 

Islam’s prophet Muhammad 

and his son-in-law Ali.

Canto #28: 1:00pm, April 9th –

Eighth Circle, Bolgia 9:

The Sowers of Discord
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Location Category Description Punishment

Eighth

Circle –

Bolgia 9

The Sowers 

of Discord

People who caused 

problems with 

religion, 

politics, & 

friends.

All walk in a circle & are 

cut from chin to groin by a 

sword. By time they get 

around circle, wounds are 

healed & cut again. (Dante 

includes Muhammad.)



Bolgia 10 is filled with 

Falsifiers. The ones described 

fall into 4 categories: 

Falsifiers of Metals 

(Alchemists), of Persons 

(Impersonators), of Coins 

(Counterfeiters) and of Words 

(Liars). The Alchemists suffer 

from leprosy that changes 

their appearance, just as they 

themselves “fraudulently” 

change the appearance of 

things in the world.

Canto #29: 2:00pm, April 9th –

Eighth Circle, Bolgia 10:

The Falsifiers
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This canto deals with the 3 

remaining categories of 

Falsifiers: Impersonators, 

Counterfeiters, and Liars. 

Unlike all other sinners in Hell, 

the Falsifiers are tortured from 

within themselves rather than 

from the outside. Just as the 

Alchemists in the previous 

canto were afflicted with 

leprosy, so the Impersonators 

are made insane, the 

Counterfeiters given 

dehydration, and the Liars 

tormented with a fever that 

makes them smell terrible.

Canto #30: 3:00pm, April 9th –

Still in Eighth Circle, Bolgia 10
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Location Category Description Punishment

Eighth

Circle –

Bolgia 10

The           

Falsifiers

Alchemists, 

Impersonators, 

Counterfeiters, & 

Liars.

Alchemists suffer from 

leprosy; Impersonators go 

insane; Counterfeiters 

dehydrated; Liars given 

fever.



Crossing from the Eighth 

Circle to the central pit (a well 

at the bottom of which lies 

Cocytus, the Ninth Circle), the 

Poets find the Giants. They 

challenged the Greek gods in 

a battle and lost. They pose a 

severe threat because they 

combine evil will with physical 

power, so they are chained 

inside a stone well. The giant 

Antaeus, who did not battle 

the Greek gods, lowers the 

Poets down to the floor of 

Hell. 

Canto #31: 4:00pm, April 9th –

The Cliff between Eighth & Ninth 

Circles: The Giants
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Location Category Description Punishment

Cliff 

between 

Eighth & 

Ninth 

Circle

The           

Giants

Mythical 

creatures that 

battled the Greek 

gods – and lost.

Chained inside stone well 

just before Ninth Circle.





FAST 5: UNIT 2, LESSON 6 (MW 2.06)

1
1. Describe the Eighth Circle 

(Bolgia 6) of Hell by answering 

these questions:

a. Who is housed here?

b. Why are they housed here?

c. What is their punishment?



FAST 5: UNIT 2, LESSON 6 (MW 2.06)

2
2. Describe the Eighth Circle 

(Bolgia 7) of Hell by answering 

these questions:

a. Who is housed here?

b. Why are they housed here?

c. What is their punishment?



FAST 5: UNIT 2, LESSON 6 (MW 2.06)

3
3. Describe the Eighth Circle 

(Bolgia 8) of Hell by answering 

these questions:

a. Who is housed here?

b. Why are they housed here?

c. What is their punishment?



FAST 5: UNIT 2, LESSON 6 (MW 2.06)

4
4. Describe the Eighth Circle 

(Bolgia 9) of Hell by answering 

these questions:

a. Who is housed here?

b. Why are they housed here?

c. What is their punishment?



FAST 5: UNIT 2, LESSON 6 (MW 2.06)

5
5. Describe the Eighth Circle 

(Bolgia 10) of Hell by 

answering these questions:

a. Who is housed here?

b. Why are they housed here?

c. What is their punishment? 


