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By 1898, Cuba and Puerto Rico

were two of Spain’s last 

remaining colonies in the 

Western Hemisphere. Cubans 

had periodically revolted 

against Spanish rule, and many 

Americans regarded the 

Spanish as tyrants (and didn’t 

like the Spanish flag flying in 

the Western Hemisphere).

SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR:



Ultimately, the U.S. would go to 

war with Spain in the Spanish-

American War. Although 

fighting lasted less than four 

months (April 21-August 12, 

1898), the war altered the 

position of the U.S. on the 

world stage (and gave the U.S.

control of Guam, Puerto Rico, 

and the Philippines.

SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR:



SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR:

Fighting occurred in or around 

the Spanish possessions of 

Cuba and the Philippines but 

never in Spain or the U.S.

It ended the Spanish Empire…

and launched America’s.



Many factors led to the war. 

The 4 biggest causes were:

SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR:

1. Cuban independence.

2. Manifest Destiny/ 

Imperialism.

3. Yellow Journalism.

4. Sinking of U.S.S. Maine.



Cuba was one of Spain’s oldest 

colonies in the Americas. Its 

sugarcane plantations 

generated considerable wealth 

for Spain and produced nearly 

one-third of the world’s sugar

in the 1850s.

1. CUBAN INDEPENDENCE



Until Spain abolished slavery in 

1886, about one-third of the 

Cuban population was 

enslaved and forced to work for 

wealthy landowners on these 

sugar plantations.

1. CUBAN INDEPENDENCE



The rebels seized control of 

eastern Cuba, declared 

independence, and formally 

established the Republic of 

Cuba in September 1895.

1. CUBAN INDEPENDENCE

Cuban rebels declared 

independence and launched a 

guerrilla war against Spanish 

authorities.



1. CUBAN INDEPENDENCE



Spain sent 200,000 troops to 

Cuba to end the rebellion and 

appointed General Valeriano 

Weyler as Cuba’s Governor.

1. CUBAN INDEPENDENCE



To accomplish this, Weyler 

enacted the Spanish 

Reconcentration Policy.

Weyler believed that the key to 

victory over the Cuban rebels 

was to take away their ability to 

live off the land and

camouflage themselves by 

hiding among the civilians.  

1. CUBAN INDEPENDENCE



Those who failed to obey were 

shot. 

Under the policy, rural Cubans 

had eight days to relocate to

designated concentration 

camps in fortified towns under 

the control of the Spanish 

Army.

1. CUBAN INDEPENDENCE



Over 400,000 Cubans died in

what is considered the first use 

of modern concentration 

camps in history. 

Housing in the camps was 

overcrowded, food was scarce, 

and disease spread quickly. 

One-third of Cuba’s population 

was moved into camps.

1. CUBAN INDEPENDENCE



1. CUBAN INDEPENDENCE



1. CUBAN INDEPENDENCE



Weyler’s actions generated

severe anti-Spanish sentiment 

in the U.S. where journalists

nicknamed him “The Butcher”.

To further clamp down on the 

rebels, Weyler ordered crops 

destroyed, livestock killed, and 

prohibited trade. 

1. CUBAN INDEPENDENCE



The growing imperialistic 

behavior of the U.S. was often 

justified by references to 

“Manifest Destiny”. This belief 

enjoyed widespread support 

among U.S. citizens and 

politicians in the 19th Century.

2. M-DESTINY / IMPERIALISM



Stories of Spanish atrocities in 

rival newspapers led by William 

Randolph Hearst (New York 

Morning Journal) and Joseph 

Pulitzer (New York World) 

swayed many Americans in the 

rebels’ favor.

3. YELLOW JOURNALISM



This sensationalist reporting, in 

which writers exaggerated or 

made up stories about Spanish

atrocities to attract readers, 

became known as “yellow 

journalism”. 

3. YELLOW JOURNALISM

The term “yellow journalism” 

came from a New York World

comic called “Hogan’s Alley”.



It featured a bald (shaved due 

to lice), barefoot boy who wore 

an old yellow nightshirt from 

his sister. Named the “Yellow 

Kid”, he hung out in a slum in 

New York City.

3. YELLOW JOURNALISM

His shirt contained “slang”

meant to make fun of billboards 

or political figures.



The newspapers that ran the 

“Yellow Kid” cartoons were 

nicknamed “yellow papers”

and the term “yellow kid 

journalism” was later shorted 

to just “yellow journalism”. 

Although some stories were 

fabricated, Cubans indeed

suffered horribly.

3. YELLOW JOURNALISM



3. YELLOW JOURNALISM



3. YELLOW JOURNALISM

Wait a minute…



3. YELLOW JOURNALISM



3. YELLOW JOURNALISM



In January 1897, Hearst sent a 

reporter to Cuba. When the 

reporter wired back, “There is 

no trouble. There will be no 

war. I wish to return,” Hearst

commented, “Please remain. 

You furnish the pictures, and 

I’ll furnish the war!”

3. YELLOW JOURNALISM

Case in point:



3. YELLOW JOURNALISM



3. YELLOW JOURNALISM



3. YELLOW JOURNALISM



In 1897, William McKinley 

became U.S. President.

In September 1897, he reached 

out to Spain to see if the U.S. 

could help negotiate an end to

the conflict with Cuba. (This 

would allow the U.S. to avoid 

having to intervene in the war, 

which McKinley preferred.)

4. SINKING OF U.S.S. MAINE



Spain removed Weyler from 

office and offered the Cubans 

autonomy… but only if Cuba 

remained part of the Spanish 

Empire. The Cuban rebels 

refused to negotiate.

Spain’s concessions enraged

many Spanish loyalists in 

Cuba.

4. SINKING OF U.S.S. MAINE



In January 1898, the loyalists 

rioted in Havana. McKinley sent

the battleship U.S.S. Maine to

Havana to protect Americans 

living there.

On February 9, 1898, the NY 

Journal printed a letter written 

by the Spanish ambassador to 

the U.S. that described 

McKinley as “weak”.

4. SINKING OF U.S.S. MAINE



4. SINKING OF U.S.S. MAINE



Then, on February 15, 1898, the 

Maine exploded in Havana 

Harbor, killing 266 of the 354

U.S. officers and soldiers

aboard the ship.

Many Americans blamed 

Spanish terrorists. Almost 

overnight, “Remember the 

Maine! To Hell with Spain!”

became the national battle cry.

4. SINKING OF U.S.S. MAINE



4. SINKING OF U.S.S. MAINE





A U.S. Navy study published in 

1976 concluded that

spontaneous combustion in the 

ship’s coal bins caused the 

explosion… not terrorists.

McKinley faced tremendous 

pressure to go to war. Within 

the Republican Party, jingoism

(aggressive nationalism) was 

very strong.

4. SINKING OF U.S.S. MAINE



4. SINKING OF U.S.S. MAINE



Spain sent apologies and offers 

of reparations, but for many 

Americans the spilling of U.S. 

blood was the proverbial “last 

straw”. McKinley found himself

swept along by a nationwide 

wave for war.

On April 11, 1898, McKinley 

asked Congress to authorize 

the use of force.

4. SINKING OF U.S.S. MAINE



In return, Congress declared 

war on Spain the following day, 

April 25, 1898.

On April 19th, Congress 

proclaimed Cuba independent, 

demanded that Spain leave 

Cuba, and authorized McKinley 

to use force. On April 24th, 

Spain declared war on the U.S.

4. SINKING OF U.S.S. MAINE



4. SINKING OF U.S.S. MAINE



SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR:

To quiet the skeptical crowd, 

Congress reaffirmed that 

Cuban independence was the 

“sole intent” of the war.

To prove that the U.S. was not 

creating its own empire, 

Congress passed the Teller 

Amendment, which forbade

American annexation of Cuba.



A big issue was manpower. 

There were 200,000 Spanish 

troops just in Cuba... but only 

25,000 in the entire U.S. Army.

SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR:

President McKinley requested

125,000 volunteers (later 

267,000), but these men would 

not be ready for some time.



As such, the U.S. Navy carried

the workload by blockading 

Cuba and annihilating Spain’s 

Caribbean fleet.

SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR:

Commodore George Dewey, 

commander of the U.S. Navy 

based in Hong Kong, was 

ordered to attack the Spanish 

fleet based in the Philippines

(which was a Spanish colony).



Naval planners wanted to 

prevent the Spanish fleet from 

sailing east to attack the U.S.

SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR:

On May 1, 1898, Dewey’s

squadron entered the 

Philippines and quickly 

destroyed the outdated and 

outgunned Spanish fleet at the 

Battle of Manila Bay.



SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR:



Dewey’s quick victory 

surprised McKinley. Hastily, the 

U.S. Army (who thought the 

naval war would take longer) 

assembled 20,000 troops to sail

from San Francisco to the 

Philippines. On the way, the 

Americans seized the island of 

Guam, another Spanish 

possession.

SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR:





Meanwhile, in Cuba…

SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR:

Simply put, the Spanish 

stationed in Cuba were not 

prepared for war. Their soldiers 

were weak and sick, and their 

warships were old with 

untrained crews.



If the U.S. could defeat the 

Spanish fleet, Spain would not 

be able to supply its troops in 

Cuba. This would force them to 

have to surrender.

SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR:

That being said, the U.S. Army

was also poorly prepared. They 

recruited volunteers but lacked

the resources to train them.



One volunteer cavalry unit was

a rough mix of cowboys, 

miners, and law officers known 

as the “Rough Riders”.

SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR:

This unit was raised by 

Theodore Roosevelt, who took 

command in July as colonel. 

He often worried the war would 

be over before he got there.



In late June, 17,000 U.S. troops 

landed east of Santiago, Cuba. 

The Spanish fleet, well 

protected by powerful shore-

based guns, occupied Santiago 

Harbor.

SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR:



The U.S. wanted to capture

those guns to drive the 

Spanish fleet out of the harbor

and into battle with the 

American fleet waiting nearby.

SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR:

The Rough Riders

accompanied the Army. Colonel 

Theodore Roosevelt was 

second in command.



On July 1st, U.S. forces 

launched a strike near Santiago 

and the San Juan Heights. The 

Rough Riders and the 9th and 

10th Cavalry Regiments (black 

troops nicknamed “Buffalo 

Soldiers”) attacked and held 

Kettle Hill, then assisted in the 

capture of San Juan Hill.

SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR:



The Battle of San Juan Hill

proved to be one of the most 

significant engagements of the 

war. Despite outnumbering the 

Spanish defenders 16:1 (18,412 

for the U.S. and only 521 for 

Spain), American troops 

suffered heavy casualties from 

artillery fire rained down on 

them from the top of the hill.

SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR:



This forced the American 

troops (including the Rough 

Riders and the Buffalo 

Soldiers) to have to charge up 

San Juan Hill.

SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR:

The U.S. successfully drove the 

Spanish from the hill but 

suffered 144 KIA and 1,024 WIA

in the process. Spain lost 114 

KIA and 366 WIA.



SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR:



SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR:



SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR:



SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR:

Journalists reported on these 

heroics as quickly as events 

unfolded. At the Battles of Las 

Guásimas (June 24th), San Juan 

Hill (July 1st), Kettle Hill (July 

1st), and El Caney (July 1st), the 

Rough Riders and Buffalo 

Soldiers fought brilliantly. 

Roosevelt’s courage made him

a hero back home.



SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR:



Using their new positions on 

San Juan Hill, the Americans 

surrounded the Spanish. For 14 

days, U.S. artillery lobbed 7,000 

rounds into Santiago.

SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR:

Spain surrendered Cuba, 

ending four centuries of 

control. The U.S. soon defeated 

the Spanish in Puerto Rico

(May 8th-August 13th).



SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR:





As U.S. and Spanish leaders 

met to discuss the terms for a 

peace treaty, Americans 

debated what to do about their 

newly acquired lands.

SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR:

Cuba would get independence

(as promised), and Spain

agreed to the U.S. annexation 

of Guam and Puerto Rico.





The big question was what to 

do with the Philippines.

SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR:

The U.S. faced a difficult 

choice: remain true to its pro-

republic ideals… or become an 

imperial power that ruled 

another country without the 

consent of its people. This 

sparked a big political debate.



Many people emphasized the 

economic and military benefits 

of taking the Philippines. It 

would provide the U.S. with 

another Pacific naval base, a 

stopover on the way to China, 

and a large market for 

American goods.

SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR:



SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR:





Supporters believed the U.S. 

had a duty to help “less 

civilized” people.

SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR:

Others argued that the cost of

an empire far outweighed the 

economic benefits it provided. 

Some worried that competition 

from cheap Filipino labor would 

drive down U.S. wages.



SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR:



SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR:



SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR:



SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR:

McKinley annexed the islands. 

On December 10, 1898, the 

Treaty of Paris was signed, 

ending what was dubbed

“a splendid little war”. The U.S. 

got Puerto Rico and Guam and 

paid Spain $20 million for the 

Philippines ($718 M today). The 

Senate approved the treaty (57-

27) on February 6, 1899.



In 1899, the U.S. met resistance 

in the Philippines when Emilio 

Aguinaldo ordered his troops 

to attack the American soldiers

who had been sent there.

SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR:

This became the Philippine-

American War, which lasted 

from February 4, 1899 until July 

2, 1902.



Racist assumptions had led 

many American leaders to 

believe the Filipinos could not 

govern themselves.

SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR:

These assumptions were on 

display in the poem “The White 

Man’s Burden” by English 

novelist Rudyard Kipling (who 

also wrote The Jungle Book). 



Published at the start of the 

Philippine-American War, the 

jingoistic and pro-imperialism 

poem encouraged the U.S. 

annexation of the Philippines.  

SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR:

Kipling begged the American 

reader to take up the enterprise 

of empire but cautioned of the 

personal costs in so doing.  



American imperialists rallied to

the phrase “white man’s 

burden” and used it to justify

the conquest of the Philippines 

as a “mission of civilization”.

SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR:

Such ideas were ideologically 

related to the continental-

expansion philosophy of 

Manifest Destiny.  



Imperialists, citing Kipling’s 

poem, believed that the white 

race was morally obligated to 

civilize the non-white people of 

the earth and encourage their 

progress (economic, social, 

and cultural) through 

colonialism.  

SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR:



The first stanza of Kipling’s 

poem reads:  

SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR:

Take up the White Man’s Burden

Send forth the best ye breed

Go bind your sons to exile

To serve your captives’ need:

To wait in heavy harness

On fluttered folk and wild

Your new-caught, sullen peoples,

Half-devil and half-child.



The third stanza of Kipling’s 

poem reads:  

SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR:

Take up the White Man’s Burden

The savage wars of peace

Fill full the mouth of Famine

And bid the sickness cease;

And when your goal is nearest

The end for others sought,

Watch Sloth and heathen Folly

Bring all your hopes to naught.



Regardless, everyone knew it 

would be a formidable process, 

and McKinley called it the 

“benevolent assimilation” of 

the islands into U.S. dominion.

SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR:

The U.S. also worried that the 

Philippines might fall into the 

hands of another world power 

like Japan or Germany.



SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR:





SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR:



SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR:





The Filipinos were 

undersupplied and outmatched 

in open combat, so they used 

guerilla warfare and their 

country’s terrain to their 

advantage to turn this into a 

devastating conflict for the U.S.

SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR:



SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR:



SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR:



SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR:



In response, U.S. military 

leaders instituted a 

“pacification” campaign that 

combined several 

counterinsurgency tactics.

SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR:

Rebel fighters captured by U.S. 

forces were dealt with swiftly

through deportation, 

imprisonment, or execution.



Tens of thousands of Filipino 

civilians were forced into

“zones of protection” to keep 

them safe… and from joining 

guerilla bands.

SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR:

This policy (eerily similar to the 

one used by Spain’s General 

Weyler in Cuba) established 

concentration camps.



The camps were crowded and 

filled with disease. One camp 

commandant referred to them 

as the “suburbs of Hell”.

SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR:

Around 20,000 Filipino 

combatants and between 

200,000-250,000 civilians died

(most deaths were attributed to 

a cholera outbreak).



SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR:



The U.S. suffered over twice as 

many casualties in this 

“insurrection” than it did 

during its war with Spain.

SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR:

Spanish-Am War

1898               

(3 months, 3 weeks)

Soldiers: 306,760

KIA: 385

Other Deaths: 2,061

WIA: 1,662

Total: 4,108

Casualty %: 1.34%

Philippines-Am War

1899-1902           

(41 months)

Soldiers: 126,000

KIA: 4,324

Other Deaths: 3,177

WIA: 2,818

Total: 10,319

Casualty %: 8.19%



On March 23, 1901, Aguinaldo 

was captured by a small group 

of U.S. soldiers disguised as 

POWs that had snuck deep into 

rebel territory.

SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR:

On July 4, 1902, the U.S. 

declared the Philippine-

American War over.



SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR:



Slowly, the Filipinos gained 

control over their government. 

By the 1930s, they elected their 

own Congress and President.

SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR:

The Philippines remained

under U.S. control until after 

World War II. (Japan held it 

from 1942-1945.) On July 4, 

1946, the U.S. granted the 

nation its independence.



Earl Clinton Ward (1877-1900) was 

Dr. Hartnell’s Great-Great Uncle who 

served in the U.S. Army and was 

killed in the Philippine-American War. 

On March 4, 1900, he was on outpost 

duty in Tayabas. After posting his 

relief, he went to sleep in a hammock 

outside the guard line. Private 

Charles H. Padfield, who took over 

as sentry, accidentally shot Ward 

when he fired at what he thought was 

a Filipino sneaking toward him. Earl 

died an hour later. He was just 22.

EARL CLINTON WARD













By 1900, nearly all of SE Asia

was under Western control.

U.S. IN CHINA:

Britain controlled Singapore

and Burma because it wanted 

to protect India. In response, 

France took Vietnam, 

Cambodia, and Laos and 

created French Indochina. 

(Remember, the U.S. took the 

Philippines after the SA War.)





One prized Asian gem 

remained… China.

U.S. IN CHINA:

Thanks to its two Opium Wars, 

Britain already had a leg-up on 

the other Western powers.

Everybody watched everyone’s 

next moves very carefully.









In 1899, Secretary of State John 

Milton Hay proposed a series of 

“Open Door Notes” that 

became the U.S. “Open Door 

Policy” in China.

U.S. IN CHINA:

The U.S. knew it wasn’t strong 

enough militarily to battle the 

European powers over China, 

so it went diplomatic.



It was a smart move by the U.S. 

– and one that (on the surface) 

looked very peaceful compared 

to using imperialistic forces.

U.S. IN CHINA:

That being said, this policy was 

used to forcibly open China to 

Western trade. These “notes” 

said each country that wanted 

a piece of China should…



1. …respect one another’s 

trading rights.

2. …allow China to collect 

import duties.

3. …be consistent with their 

harbor duties and railroad 

rates.

U.S. IN CHINA:



The Open Door Policy stated 

that all countries, including the 

U.S, could enjoy equal access 

to the Chinese market. (Never 

mind what China thought...)

The Open Door Policy is

viewed as a symbol of national

humiliation by many Chinese 

historians.

U.S. IN CHINA:



In China, a society called the 

Yihetuan (“Society of 

Righteous and Harmonious 

Fist”) began to terrorize 

missionaries.

U.S. IN CHINA:

Known by Westerners as

“Boxers” because of a loose 

translation, this group wanted 

to expel all foreigners from 

China.



Although the Boxers were 

officially denounced by the 

Qing Government, they were 

secretly supported by the 

Empress Cixi [pronounced 

“Tzu-he-she”].

U.S. IN CHINA:

When the Boxers entered 

Beijing, a foreign relief force 

was sent to secure their 

interests.



The ensuing crisis became 

known as the Boxer Rebellion 

(1899-1901).

U.S. IN CHINA:

On June 18, 1900,

Empress Cixi ordered all 

foreigners killed.

The Boxers put Beijing under 

siege and killed over 18,730 

Christians.







An multi-national force of 

20,000 soldiers from Britain, 

France, Japan, Russia, 

Germany, and the U.S. retook

the city.

U.S. IN CHINA:

In the end, Europe wanted to 

carve up China, but the U.S. got 

them to take reparations

(repayment) instead.













Confident after sticking their 

nose in world affairs, the U.S. 

continued this behavior.

The U.S. turned its sites on 

Latin America.

President Teddy Roosevelt

believed the U.S. should: 

“Speak softly and carry a big 

stick.”

U.S. IN LATIN AMERICA:





This statement implied that 

effective control could be 

exercised without colonial rule.

U.S. IN LATIN AMERICA:

One prime example of this 

“policy” came when Roosevelt 

intervened in Latin America in 

order to build the Panama 

Canal.



When Colombia refused to let

the U.S. build a canal in 

Panama (which they 

controlled), Roosevelt 

rekindled the Panamanian 

desire for independence from 

Colombia.

U.S. IN LATIN AMERICA:

A revolution occurred and

Panama was freed.



The U.S. immediately worked 

out a deal with Panama and 

began construction.

U.S. IN LATIN AMERICA:

The 50-mile waterway took over 

10 years (1904-1914) and cost 

$350 M ($9.7 B today).

It cut down on travel time from 

East and West Coast.









In 1904, the Roosevelt 

Corollary was added to the 

Monroe Doctrine.

U.S. IN LATIN AMERICA:

If you recall, the Monroe 

Doctrine, issued in 1823 by 

President James Monroe, told 

Europe to “keep out” of the 

Western Hemisphere.



U.S. IN LATIN AMERICA:

The Roosevelt Corollary, on the 

other hand, had plenty of bite 

to go along with its bark.

It said that the U.S. was entitled

to get involved in the affairs of 

Latin American countries due 

to these countries’ “chronic” 

wrongdoings.



Understandably, most Latin 

Americans viewed this policy 

as a form of racist imperialism

and an extension of the “White 

Man’s Burden”.

U.S. IN LATIN AMERICA:





From December 1907 until 

February 1909, Roosevelt sent 

16 battleships on a cruise 

around the world. 

The “Great White Fleet” made a 

big impression and 

demonstrated U.S. power. 

The U.S. was here to stay.

U.S. IN LATIN AMERICA:







FAST 5: UNIT 4, LESSON 2 (MW 4.02)

1
1. What were the four causes of 

the Spanish-American War? Who 

was the “Yellow Kid”? What was 

his connection to “yellow 

journalism”?



FAST 5: UNIT 4, LESSON 2 (MW 4.02)

2
2. Who were the Rough Riders? 

Who led the Rough Riders? Who 

were the Buffalo Soldiers? What 

battle showed the heroics of 

both groups?



FAST 5: UNIT 4, LESSON 2 (MW 4.02)

3
3. Who wrote “The White Man’s 

Burden”? What was it about? How 

did imperialists use it to 

justify the U.S. occupation of 

the Philippines?



FAST 5: UNIT 4, LESSON 2 (MW 4.02)

4
4. Describe the Boxer Rebellion 

by answering these questions:

a. When was it?

b. What did the Yihetuan do?

c. How was the rebellion ended?



FAST 5: UNIT 4, LESSON 2 (MW 4.02)

5
5. What did Teddy Roosevelt’s 

expression “Speak softly and 

carry a big stick” mean? How 

was this “policy” used to 

secure the construction of the 

Panama Canal?


