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WORLD WAR I:

Germany followed the 

“Schlieffen Plan” (devised by 

the German Army’s Field 

Marshal Alfred von Schlieffen).

This called for Germany to

send 90% of its forces against 

France at the start of a 

European war.

Take Paris. End war. Simple.



WORLD WAR I:

They would leave 10% to 

contain the Russians, who 

could be dealt with once 

Germany achieved a quick 

victory in the west.

This relied on Germany moving 

quickly through Belgium

en route to France.





WORLD WAR I:

On August 4, 1914, WWI began

when German soldiers invaded 

Belgium, causing the Battle of 

Liege (August 4-16, 1914).

The Battle of Liege resulted in 

surprisingly heavy losses for

the German invasion forces 

and slowed them down 

considerably.



WORLD WAR I:

However, the Germans had 

huge cannons that could fire 

2,052-pound shells a distance 

of over 9 miles.

The terrifying new weapon was 

dubbed “Big Bertha”.

Using these guns, they won 

and continued toward France.





World War I (1914-1918)

Name of BattleLiege

Date
August

4-16, 1914
LocationBelgium

Casualties Casualties
No reliable 

numbers

No reliable 

numbers

Significance
Germany’s advance slowed 

significantly.

ALLIES CENTRAL





WORLD WAR I:

The first bloody battles 

between Germany and France 

occurred in a series of 5 

struggles fought at the

same time.

It was called the

Battle of the Frontiers.



WORLD WAR I:

At the Battle of the Frontiers, 

French commanders sent their 

troops marching in lines (and in

their classic Napoleonic 

uniforms of blue coats and red 

trousers)… up against German

machine guns.

The results were catastrophic.





WORLD WAR I:



World War I (1914-1918)

Name of BattleThe Frontiers

Date
August

7-26, 1914
Location
Lorraine, 

France/Germany

Casualties Casualties

140,000 total 

(27,000 KIA on 

Aug. 22)

No reliable 

numbers

Significance
France abandons Lorraine; 

French Gov. flees Paris.

ALLIES CENTRAL



WORLD WAR I:

With Germany threatening 

Paris, France and Britain 

attacked.

This resulted in the

First Battle of the Marne.

Troops were rushed to the 

battle in taxis from Paris.



WORLD WAR I:

The battle, dubbed “Miracle of 

the Marne” by France, is the 

most pivotal battle…

EVER FOUGHT.

The battle destroyed 

Germany’s plan for a quick 

victory over France… and

altered the course of world 

history.



WORLD WAR I:

If WWI had ended that early, 

then there is no “angry” Hitler. 

No “angry” Hitler means no 

Holocaust and no WWII.



WORLD WAR I:

Also, if WWI had ended early, 

then the Russian Revolution 

wouldn’t have occurred since 

Russia wouldn’t have done so 

poorly in WWI.

No Russian Revolution means 

no communism (and no Cold 

War).



WORLD WAR I:

If WWI had ended early, then 

the U.S. doesn’t join.

If the U.S. doesn’t join, then it 

doesn’t become a world power. 



WORLD WAR I:

All France had to do was… 

lose.

But this time… they didn’t. 



World War I (1914-1918)

Name of BattleThe First Marne

Date
September

6-12, 1914
Location
Marne River 

near Paris

Casualties Casualties
262,733 total 

(81,700 KIA)
250,000 total

Significance

Dubbed “Miracle at Marne”; 

considered most pivotal 

battle in history of world.

ALLIES CENTRAL



WORLD WAR I:

With the failure of the German 

offensive, both sides began the 

“Race to the Sea”, an attempt 

to outflank each other by 

getting to the North Sea

coast first.

As they went, each army 

constructed a series of

trench lines.





WORLD WAR I:

The First Battle of Ypres

foreshadowed next three years 

of trench warfare.

Battle was halted when Belgian 

troops deliberately flooded

the field.

By November, the Allies held

their ground… and the battle 

ended in heavy rain and snow.



World War I (1914-1918)

Name of BattleThe First Ypres

Date
Oct. 14 – Nov. 

22, 1914
Location
Ypres,

Belgium

Casualties Casualties108,155 total 130,000 total

Significance

Battle foreshadows how trench 

warfare will be fought for 

next 3 years.

ALLIES CENTRAL



MEANWHILE… in the East:

Germany NEEDED to win 

quickly in France because they 

didn’t have many soldiers to 

fight Russia.

As it turned out, Russia wasn’t 

much of a threat.

In fact, they were pathetic.

WORLD WAR I:



WORLD WAR I:

Case in point:

Battle of Tannenberg and Battle 

of Masurian Lakes…

The Russians proved they were

poorly trained, ill-equipped, and 

used outdated tactics.

That’s not good.



World War I (1914-1918)

Name of BattleTannenberg

Date
August 26-30, 

1914
Location

Tannenberg, 

Germany

Casualties Casualties

40,000 total

& 95,000 

captured

20,000 total

Significance

Russia won’t be a threat in 

East; Russian General commits 

suicide.

ALLIES CENTRAL



World War I (1914-1918)

Name of BattleFirst Masurian Lake

Date
September

9-14, 1914
Location

East Prussia 

(Poland today)

Casualties Casualties

125,000 total

& 5,000 

captured

40,000 total

Significance

Germany can pull some troops 

from East and send to help 

out in West.

ALLIES CENTRAL



WORLD WAR I:

Ready for action,

Austria-Hungary sent half of its 

forces to destroy Serbia.

One problem…

Serbia won.

Germany now had to carry the 

Central Powers.



There was an “unofficial”

truce in 1914.

Just after midnight on 

Christmas Morning, a majority 

of the German troops stationed 

in Ypres, Belgium stopped 

firing their guns and artillery.

CHRISTMAS TRUCE:



CHRISTMAS TRUCE:

They decorated the area 

around their trenches.

Candles were put on tree limbs 

and stuck in the mud around 

the trench.

Christmas carols were

also sung.



CHRISTMAS TRUCE:

At certain points along the 

front, brass bands joined the 

Germans in their joyous 

singing.

Not to be outdone, the British 

across from the Germans 

responded by singing

English carols.



CHRISTMAS TRUCE:

At the first light of dawn, some 

Germans emerged and 

approached the Allied lines

across the feared “No Man’s 

Land”.

They called out “Merry 

Christmas!” in their enemies’ 

native tongues.



CHRISTMAS TRUCE:

At first, some Allied soldiers 

suspected it to be a trick.

Soon, however, they climbed 

out and shook hands, too.

The men exchanged cigarettes, 

cigars, whiskey, beer, and plum 

pudding.



CHRISTMAS TRUCE:

“Hello Tommy!” and “Hello

Fritz!” could be heard as they 

used the nicknames ascribed 

to each other.

The artillery in the region fell 

silent, and proper burials took 

place as both sides mourned 

the dead together.



CHRISTMAS TRUCE:

This truce spread to other 

areas of the lines.

There was even a “good-

natured game” of soccer.

The game ended when the ball 

struck a strand of barbed wire 

and deflated.



CHRISTMAS TRUCE:

Letters home confirmed the 

score of the game to be…

3-2…

In some places, soldiers who 

had been barbers gave free 

haircuts.

…in favor of Germany.



CHRISTMAS TRUCE:

One German, a juggler, gave a 

performance in the center of 

“No Man’s Land”.

One British veteran, Alfred 

Anderson recalled the truce…



“I remember the silence, the eerie sound of silence. 

Only the guards were on duty. We all went outside 

the farm buildings and just stood listening. And, of 

course, thinking of people back home. All I’d heard 

for two months in the trenches was the hissing, 

cracking, and whining of bullets in flight, machine 

gun fire, and distant German voices. But there was a 

dead silence that morning, right across the land as 

far as you could see. We shouted ‘Merry Christmas’, 

even though nobody felt merry. The silence ended 

early in the afternoon and the killing started again. It 

was a short peace in a terrible war.”



CHRISTMAS TRUCE:

In some parts, the truce lasted 

until midnight on Christmas 

Night.

In others, it lasted until

New Year’s Day.

Captain J.C. Dunn, told of how 

hostilities re-started.



Dunn wrote…

“At 8:30pm, I fired three shots in the air and put 

up a flag with ‘Merry Christmas’ on it, and I 

climbed on the parapet. He [the Germans] put 

up a sheet with ‘Thank you’ on it, and the 

German Captain appeared on the parapet. We 

both bowed and saluted and got down into our 

respective trenches, and he fired two shots in 

the air, and the War was on again.”





CHRISTMAS TRUCE:

This truce came only 5 months 

after the outbreak of the war.

British commanders Sir John 

French and Sir Horace Smith-

Dorrien vowed that no such 

truce would be allowed again.



CHRISTMAS TRUCE:

Sadly, for the rest of the war, 

bombardments were ordered 

on Christmas Eve to ensure 

that there were no further lulls 

in the combat.

One German soldier felt such 

friendships should not exist 

during war.



CHRISTMAS TRUCE:

The soldier was…

Adolf Hitler.

The “Christmas Truce” of 1914

is the last example of the 

outdated notion of chivalry in 

warfare.

It never happened again.



The year 1914 ended with the 

“Christmas Truce”… and still 

no clear winner.

Trench warfare had turned into 

stalemate.

Heavy loss of life for “little 

gain” would again be the norm 

in 1915.

WORLD WAR I:



WORLD WAR I:

The battles in 1915 followed the 

same futile pattern.

1st… Allied attack would 

produce moderate gains.

2nd…  German counterattack 

caused Allies to lose ground 

gained.



WORLD WAR I:

3rd… Deadlock with little to 

show for the lives lost.

The Battle of Neuve Chapelle in 

France in 1915 was a perfect 

example of this futility.

British troops managed to take

over 1,200 yards… but suffered 

massive casualties.



World War I (1914-1918)

Name of BattleNeuve Chapelle

Date
March 10-13, 

1915
Location
Northern 

France

Casualties Casualties11,400 KIA 11,000 KIA

Significance

Britain gains 1,200 yards... 

but later loses it back to 

Germany.

ALLIES CENTRAL



WORLD WAR I:

There was one attempt to break

the stalemate.

During the Second Battle of 

Ypres, Germany used gas for 

the first time.

The chlorine gas hit Allied 

10,000 troops; 5,000 died within 

10 minutes.



WORLD WAR I:

Those who lived were 

temporarily blinded.

Germany, however, had put 

little faith in its new weapon

and was unprepared to exploit

the success.

They gained no ground… and

the stalemate continued.



World War I (1914-1918)

Name of BattleSecond Ypres

Date
April 22-

May 25, 1915
Location
Ypres, 

Belgium

Casualties Casualties

69,000 total 

(5,000 died in 

10 minutes)

35,000 total

Significance

Germany uses gas for first 

time; unable to exploit 

gains.

ALLIES CENTRAL











WORLD WAR I:

Britain opened a new front 

when it invaded the Ottoman 

Empire in March 1915 in the 

Gallipoli Campaign.

A victory against the Ottoman 

Empire would give them a 

direct route to Russia and force 

Germany to fight along a third 

front (impossible task).



WORLD WAR I:

The invasion was a complete 

disaster by the Allies, which 

meant they had to return to 

trench warfare.

Troop moral began to plummet 

for both sides.



World War I (1914-1918)

Name of BattleGallipoli Campaign

Date
March 18, 

1915-Jan. 1916
Location
Gallipoli, 

Ottoman Empire

Casualties Casualties
252,000 total 

(44,072 KIA)

251,309 total 

(86,692 KIA)

Significance

Complete disaster by the 

Allies means they must return 

to trench warfare.

ALLIES CENTRAL



WORLD WAR I:

Early in 1916, Germany felt it 

was time to mount an offensive 

against France.

Germany was convinced that it 

didn’t need to worry about 

Russia any longer.

They were right.



WORLD WAR I:

Germany picked the city of 

Verdun to attack.

They knew the French, for 

patriotic reasons, would “throw 

in every man they have” to 

keep Verdun.

Germany hoped France would 

be “bled to death”.



WORLD WAR I:

The Battle of Verdun began

with a German assault that took 

6 miles of territory.

The French later recovered

almost all the ground lost; 

984,000 casualties combined.

The front returned to a

deadlock that had existed since 

before the battle.



World War I (1914-1918)

Name of BattleVerdun

Date
Feb. 21-

Dec. 19, 1916
Location
Verdun,

France

Casualties Casualties
550,000 total 

(120,000 KIA)

434,000 total 

(100,000 KIA)

Significance

France keeps Verdun, but at 

cost of 984,000 combined from 

both sides.

ALLIES CENTRAL



WORLD WAR I:

If the world was made 

speechless by Verdun, it would 

be dumfounded by the next 

major battle.

In order to help take the 

pressure off the French

at Verdun, Britain attacked

the Germans along the

Somme River.



WORLD WAR I:

During the First Battle of the 

Somme, Britain’s New Army 

dubbed the “Lost Generation”.

On the first day, they suffered 

60,000 casualties (20,000 KIA)

for a gain of a few yards.

Allies took 7.5 miles of territory, 

but battle lapsed into 

deadlock… again.



WORLD WAR I:

However, it was during the First 

Battle of the Somme that the 

British used tanks for the first 

time in combat.

Most tanks became bogged 

down or came to a stop 

because of mechanical defects.

Combined casualties: 1,203,907



World War I (1914-1918)

Name of BattleFirst Somme

Date
July 1-

Nov. 18, 1916
Location
Somme,

France

Casualties Casualties

623,907 total

(146,431 KIA); 

83% of army

580,000 total 

(164,055 KIA)

Significance

Tank gets “trial” run; 

1,203,907 combined total 

casualties for 7.5 miles.

ALLIES CENTRAL





The British began using the 

convoy system to get around 

Germany’s U-boats.

In this system, merchant ships 

sailed together and were 

escorted by warships.

This forced U-boats to expose

their location to attack.

WORLD WAR I:





WORLD WAR I:

Soon, the Allies were

destroying submarines faster 

than Germany could build 

them.

Although Germany’s submarine 

campaign continued into 1918, 

it was no longer as much of a 

deadly threat as it had been.



WORLD WAR I:

This accomplishment was soon 

overshadowed by a HUGE 

problem.

The Russian Revolution forced 

Russia to sign a treaty with 

Germany and leave WWI.

This meant Germany could 

focus its attention on Europe.



Russia



WORLD WAR I:

Here’s what went wrong in 

Russia in 1917…

1. High cost of bread.

2. Huge defeats in battles.

3. Czar Nicholas II was an inept

and outdated ruler.



WORLD WAR I:

A “February” Revolution (which 

actually occurred in March 

1917 in the Gregorian 

calendar), forced Czar Nicholas 

to abdicate.

Nicholas and his family, 

including little Anastasia, were 

horribly executed.





WORLD WAR I:

Russian soldiers soon joined 

the Bolshevik Party wanted out

of WWI and favored 

communism.

Led by Vladimir Lenin and Leon 

Trotsky, the Bolsheviks toppled

the Russian Government in the 

“October” Revolution

(occurred in November 1917).



WORLD WAR I:

Once in power, the Bolshevik 

leader Lenin sent delegates to 

negotiate a treaty with 

Germany.

Russia withdrew from the war

in March 1918.

Russia remained Communist

until December 26, 1991.



Friedrich Engels
1820-1895

I was a Socialist… but I will always be the 

“Fitch” to Karl Marx’s “Abercrombie”… the 

“Clark” to Marx’s “Lewis”… the “Garfunkel” 

to Marx’s “Simon”.

I helped write The Communist Manifesto and 

believed that the proletariat (factory workers) 

should rise up against the bourgeoisie 

(factory owners).

Who’s Who?Who’s

Russian Rev.



Vladimir Lenin
1870-1924

I was a Communist revolutionary leader.

I helped lead the February and October 

Revolutions in 1917 that toppled the Russian 

monarchy and established Communism in the 

newly formed Soviet Union.

I served as the first leader of Communist 

Russia/Soviet Union from 1917-1924.

Who’s Who?Who’s

Russian Rev.



Georgy Lvov
1861-1925

I was the Prime Minister of Russia after the 

February Revolution.

After Czar Nicholas II stepped down,

I was made the head of the Provisional 

Government. I only served from March 15-July 

21, 1917 before resigning.

I was arrested by the Bolsheviks after the 

October Revolution but escaped to Paris.

Who’s Who?Who’s

Russian Rev.



Karl Marx
1818-1883

I was a Socialist… before it was “cool”.

I wrote The Communist Manifesto that was 

about the “Haves” vs. “Have Nots” and 

promoted a working class revolution.

I adopted the motto: “From each according to 

his abilities, to each according to his needs.”

Who’s Who?Who’s

Russian Rev.



Czar Nicholas II
1868-1918

I was the last monarch of Russia.

As “Czar” (emperor) or Russia, I saw Russia 

do poorly in the Russo-Japanese War and 

World War I, which ultimately lead to civil 

unrest and eventually revolution in 1917.

During the Russian Civil War, Lenin had my 

family and me murdered.

Who’s Who?Who’s

Russian Rev.



Grigori Rasputin
1869-1916

I was a mystic nicknamed the “Mad Monk”.

I was hired by Czar Nicholas II to help with his 

son’s hemophilia since I was the only one 

who could stop his bleeding.

I “hung out” with the Czar’s wife (and many 

other ladies), which resulted in my brutal 

murder. (It took 7 attempts to finally kill me.)

Who’s Who?Who’s

Russian Rev.



Joseph Stalin
1878-1953

I was a Communist revolutionary leader.

I helped during the Russian Revolution and 

became the General Secretary of the 

Communist Party in 1922.

After Lenin died in 1924, I had Trotsky killed, 

launched the Great Purge, and served as the 

ruthless dictator of the U.S.S.R. until 1953.

Who’s Who?Who’s

Russian Rev.



Leon Trotsky
1879-1940

I was a Communist revolutionary leader.

I joined the Bolsheviks in 1917 and helped 

lead the October Revolution. I later founded

the Red Army during the Russian Civil War.

After Lenin’s death, I was exiled from Russia 

by Stalin and later assassinated in Mexico.

Who’s Who?Who’s

Russian Rev.





FAST 5: UNIT 4, LESSON 4 (MW 4.04)

1
1. Explain Germany’s 

“Schlieffen Plan”. How did the 

Battle of Liege in Belgium hurt 

this plan?



FAST 5: UNIT 4, LESSON 4 (MW 4.04)

2
2. How did the First Battle of 

the Marne alter the course of 

world history?



FAST 5: UNIT 4, LESSON 4 (MW 4.04)

3
3. What happened during the 

“Christmas Truce”? How long did 

it last? Why did the commanders 

not want such fraternization 

between enemies?



FAST 5: UNIT 4, LESSON 4 (MW 4.04)

4
4. What new weapon did Britain 

use at the First Battle of the 

Somme. Explain the impact it 

had.



FAST 5: UNIT 4, LESSON 4 (MW 4.04)

5
5. Explain what happened during 

the “February” AND “October” 

Revolutions in Russia.


