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Native American Heritage Month started  

in 1986 when President Ronald Reagan 

proclaimed the week of November 23-30, 

1986 as “Native American Week”. In 1990, 

President George H. W. Bush signed a 

law designating the entire month of 

November as a time to celebrate the 

culture and contributions of the people 

who were the nation’s first inhabitants.  
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What is Native American Month?



1814

Adolphe Sax, an instrument 

maker, is born in Wallonia, 

Belgium.
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Q: What instrument did he 

invent in 1840?

HINT:

Gee, what 

instrument do you 

think Adolphe SAX 

invented?
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1854
John Philip Sousa, an American 

composer of over 140 marches, 

is born in Washington, D.C.

His most famous song was 

“The Stars and Stripes Forever”.
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Q: When are you guaranteed 

to hear that song?

HINT:

A certain 

“celebratory” day in 

early July…
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1860
This Republican is elected over 

a divided Democratic Party. As a 

result, South Carolina secedes 

from the Union in December, 

beginning the Civil War.
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Q: What Republican?

HINT:

He was assassinated           

in 1865…
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1861

This man becomes the first    

(and only) President of the 

Confederate States of America 

(CSA).

© 2000 DR. HARTNELL

Q: What man?

HINT:

His first name was 

the same as the last 

name of the 3rd U.S. 

President…
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1861
James Naismith, a Canadian P.E. 

teacher, is born in Ontario. In 

1891, he invented a new sport in 

Springfield, MA to “help pass the 

time” during winter.
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Q: What sport?

HINT:

He used peach 

baskets as 

“hoops”…
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1869

In New Brunswick, New Jersey, 

the very first college football 

game is played. Rutgers 

University defeats ______ 6-4.
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Q: What school did Rutgers 

defeat?

HINT:

It’s an Ivy League 

school that starts 

with a “P”…
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1917
With the nation doing poorly in 

WWI, Vladimir Lenin and Leon 

Trotsky seize Petrograd and 

begin the “October Revolution” 

(a.k.a. Bolshevik Rev.) in Russia.
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Q: What kind of government 

does the revolution begin?

HINT:

“Good day to you, 

comrade!”
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1941
During World War II, Joseph 

Stalin tells the Soviet Union that 

despite 350,000 deaths, the 

campaign against Hitler is going 

“as planned”.
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Q: What caused Hitler to 

lose in Russia?

HINT:

White stuff that falls 

from the sky in 

December and 

January…
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1944
This radioactive metallic element 

is made at the Hartford Atomic 

Facility. It would be instrumental 

in the development of nuclear 

weapons.
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Q: What element?

HINT:

It’s NOT Uranium 

and starts with a 

“P”…
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1995
In the darkest day in the history 

of Cleveland sports, Browns’ 

owner Art Modell announces he 

is moving the NFL team to a  

new city.
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Q: What city?

HINT:

Ironically, that city 

lost their team to 

Indianapolis in 1984 

when it packed up 

and moved during 

the night…
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Today is…
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Just in case you needed an extra reason to celebrate!

National Nachos Day
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Birthdays
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Happy Birthday to you!
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Is it your birthday?

If so, see Dr. Hartnell for 

your official Birthday Pencil!


