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Native American Heritage Month started  

in 1986 when President Ronald Reagan 

proclaimed the week of November 23-30, 

1986 as “Native American Week”. In 1990, 

President George H. W. Bush signed a 

law designating the entire month of 

November as a time to celebrate the 

culture and contributions of the people 

who were the nation’s first inhabitants.  

NATIVE AMERICAN 

HERITAGE MONTH

What is Native American Month?



1483
Martin Luther, the German monk 

responsible for starting the 

Protestant Reformation, is born. 

In 1517, he nailed his 95 Theses

to Castle Church in Germany.
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Q: Why did he do that?

HINT:

Pay to Pray…
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1775
During the Revolution, the 

Continental Congress passes a 

resolution creating 2 battalions 

of ______ to serve as landing 

troops for the new Navy.
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Q: What do they create?

HINT:

Semper Fi!

NATIVE AMERICAN 

HERITAGE MONTH



1801

Tennessee becomes the first 

state to make dueling illegal.
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Q: What U.S. President 

participated in duels?

HINT:

“Old Hickory” was 

his nickname; he 

served as President 

WITH a bullet lodged 

in his chest…

NATIVE AMERICAN 

HERITAGE MONTH



1942
During World War II, and after 

France is defeated in just 10 

days by Germany, Nazi troops 

move into Vichy France and set 

up a puppet government. 
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Q: What is a puppet govt?

HINT:

And Hitler was 

pulling the strings –

yikes…
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1951

Direct-dial coast-to-coast 

telephone service begins in the 

United States.
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Q: What does “calling 

collect” mean?

HINT:

All of you are too 

young to probably 

know this…
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1954

U.S. President Dwight D. 

Eisenhower dedicates the

USMC War Memorial in Arlington 

National Cemetery.
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Q: What popular name does 

it go by today?

HINT:

It is named after a 

major battle during 

World War II in which 

6,000 Marines were 

killed but killed 

20,000 Japanese…
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1964
At a news conference, Secretary 

of Defense Robert McNamara 

says that the U.S. “has no plans 

to send combat troops into 

Vietnam”.
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Q: How many soldiers do we 

have there by 1969?

HINT:

More than 499,999…
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1969
National Educational Television 

(the predecessor to the Public 

Broadcasting Service) debuts 

this children’s television 

program.
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Q: What children’s 

program?

HINT:

“Excuse me. Can 

you tell me how to 

get – how to get to 

_____ Street?”
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1973
This singer begins an eight-week 

run at #1 on the Billboard Hot 

100 with his third #1 song, 

“Goodbye Yellow Brick Road”. It 

remains his most popular song.
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Q: What singer?

HINT:

He has sold over 300 

million records, has 

over 50 Top 40 hits, 

and holds the record 

for most #1 solo hits 

(20)…
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1975
The cargo ship Edmund 

Fitzgerald sinks during a gale 

storm, killing all 29 on board. 

There have been over 6,000 

shipwrecks in the Great Lakes.
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Q: In which Great Lake was 

this storm?

HINT:

It’s the “S” in 

H.O.M.E.S. …
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Today is…
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Just in case you needed an extra reason to celebrate!

National Area Code Day
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Birthdays
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Happy Birthday to you!
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Is it your birthday?

If so, see Dr. Hartnell for 

your official Birthday Pencil!


