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Native American Heritage Month started  

in 1986 when President Ronald Reagan 

proclaimed the week of November 23-30, 

1986 as “Native American Week”. In 1990, 

President George H. W. Bush signed a 

law designating the entire month of 

November as a time to celebrate the 

culture and contributions of the people 

who were the nation’s first inhabitants.  
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What is Native American Month?



1851
Writer Herman Melville’s book 

about a white whale is published 

in the U.S. The opening of the 

book (Call me Ishmael.) is one of 

the most famous in literature.
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Q: What book? 

HINT:

The title makes 

some immature 

people giggle…
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1889

Female journalist Nellie Bly 

begins a successful attempt to 

travel around the world, which 

she completes in 72 days.
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Q: What book motivated her 

to do this? 

HINT:

“Around the world in 

8 more days than 

she took”…

NATIVE AMERICAN 

HERITAGE MONTH



1908
Joseph McCarthy is born in 

Grand Chute, Wisconsin. As a 

Republican Senator, he leads the 

Communist Witch Hunt of the 

1950s.
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Q: What is a “witch hunt”? 

HINT:

OOOH! There’s a 

witch!!!
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1914

During World War I, the leader of 

the Ottoman Empire, fighting for 

the Central Powers, declares an 

Islamic jihad on the Allies.
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Q: What is a jihad? 

HINT:

It’s like “civil war” or 

“seriously funny” or 

“clearly confused” 

or “plastic 

glasses”…
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1937
Hormel Foods introduces SPAM, 

the first canned “meat” that 

requires no refrigeration. The 

“meat” is made from chopped 

pork, shoulder, and ham.
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Q: What does SPAM stand 

for? 

HINT:

Some say it means 

Squirrel-Possum-

And-Mouse…
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1965
The U.S. 1st Cavalry Division 

battles Vietnamese troops in the 

Ia Drang Valley, the first major 

engagement between American 

and Vietnamese soldiers.
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Q: What side was the U.S. 

supporting? 

HINT:

You’ve got a 50/50 

chance here:

North or South?
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1969
NASA launches Apollo 12, the 

second manned mission to the 

moon. Only 4 months earlier, 

Apollo ___ became the first to 

land on the moon… maybe.
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Q: What Apollo mission 

landed on the moon? 

HINT:

Apollo 12 

minus

Apollo 1

=

?
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1969
The song “Sugar, Sugar” by The 

Archies begins its four-week run 

at #1 on the Billboard Hot 100. 

They remain the only band of 

this kind to score a #1 hit.
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Q: What kind of band were 

they? 

HINT:

Look at how the  

picture of their 

“band” is drawn…
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1970
A plane carrying this college 

football team crashes on its 

return trip to Huntington, WV.

All players, coaches, and fans 

aboard are killed.
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Q: What football team? 

HINT:

Thundering Herd…
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2001
U.S. soldiers, working with the 

Afghan Northern Alliance, take 

Afghanistan’s capital of Kabul, 

which had been abandoned by 

the Taliban 2 days before.
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Q: Why did the U.S. attack 

Afghanistan in 2001? 

HINT:

Does the War on 

Terror ring a bell?
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Today is…
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Just in case you needed an extra reason to celebrate!

National Spicy Guacamole Day
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Birthdays
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Happy Birthday to you!
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Is it your birthday?

If so, see Dr. Hartnell for 

your official Birthday Pencil!


