
DR. HARTNELL

NATIVE AMERICAN 

HERITAGE MONTH



© 2000 DR. HARTNELL

Native American Heritage Month started  

in 1986 when President Ronald Reagan 

proclaimed the week of November 23-30, 

1986 as “Native American Week”. In 1990, 

President George H. W. Bush signed a 

law designating the entire month of 

November as a time to celebrate the 

culture and contributions of the people 

who were the nation’s first inhabitants.  
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What is Native American Month?



1781
While at sea, 133 enslaved are 

thrown off the ship Zong and 

drown. The ship’s owners seek 

insurance compensation for the 

loss of their “cargo”.
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Q: What is insurance 

fraud?

HINT:

Insurance 

companies don’t find 

it so, ahem, 

“funny”…
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1812
The last of Napoleon’s Grand 

Armée limp across the frozen 

Beresina River in Russia. Of the 

600,000 soldiers that entered 

Russia… only 40,000 survived.
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Q: What other leader tried 

to attack Russia?

HINT:

Huh, history DOES 

repeat itself…
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1832
Louisa May Alcott, best known 

for her book Little Women, is 

born in Germantown, PA. She 

was also a huge advocate of the 

Temperance Movement.
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Q: What was the Temperance 

Movement?

HINT:

The 18th Amendment 

was the culmination 

of such efforts…
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1864
At dawn in Colorado, Colonel 

John Chivington’s troops 

massacre 69-600 Cheyenne and 

Arapaho at Sand Creek; 300 are 

women or children.
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Q: What was the army’s 

“mantra" at that time?

HINT:

Could you have told 

a difference?
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1890
The first football game between 

these 2 military schools occurs 

in West Point, NY. The 

Midshipmen defeat the Black 

Knights 24-0. It is played yearly.
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Q: What 2 military 

schools?

HINT:

Those at SEA won 

24-0 over those on 

LAND…
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1934
This NFL team hosts the 

Chicago Bears in their first 

traditional Thanksgiving Day 

home game. Of course, they lose 

by a final score of 19-16.
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Q: What NFL team?

HINT:

The Cowardly Lion 

in “The Wizard of 

Oz” would make a 

better mascot…
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1942
During WWII, coffee joins the list 

of goods to be rationed in the 

U.S. About 1/3 of all food 

commonly consumed would be 

rationed during the war.
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Q: What does rationed 

mean?

HINT:

NONE FOR YOU! 

Well, okay, maybe

a little…
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1947
Despite massive Arab 

opposition, the United Nations 

votes for the partition of 

Palestine and the creation of an 

independent Jewish state.
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Q: What Jewish state?

HINT:

Starts with an “I”…
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1963
One week after JFK was 

assassinated, President LBJ 

forms the Warren Commission 

(headed by Chief Justice Earl 

Warren) to investigate his death.
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Q: Who does the Commission 

conclude killed JFK?

HINT:

His initials were 

“L.H.O.”…
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1990
The United Nations sets the date 

of January 15, 1991 as the 

deadline for Iraqi troops to leave 

Saudi Arabia, which they 

invaded earlier in the year.
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Q: Why did Iraq invade 

Saudi Arabia?

HINT:

It’s delicious and 

makes our cars go 

“zoom, zoom”…
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2001
This former Beatle dies from 

lung cancer at the age of 58.

He is remembered for his songs 

“Here Comes the Sun” and 

“Something”.
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Q: What Beatle?

HINT:

After the Beatles 

broke up, “G.H.” 

went on to score two 

#1 hits…
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Today is…
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Just in case you needed an extra reason to celebrate!

National Square Dance Day
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Birthdays
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Happy Birthday to you!
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Is it your birthday?

If so, see Dr. Hartnell for 

your official Birthday Pencil!


