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HISPANIC 

HERITAGE MONTH

Unlike Black History Month and Women’s 

History Month that cover entire months, 

Hispanic Heritage Month begins and ends 

in two different months, running from 

September 15th – October 15th.  It started 

as a week long celebration in Los 

Angeles in 1968 and expanded in 1988. 

(Sept. 15th commemorated the 1821

independence of 5 Lat. Amer. countries.)

What is Hispanic Heritage Month?



1776
During the American Revolution, 

the Battle of Valcour Island 

begins. It would end in a

British tactical victory, but an

American strategic win.
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Q: What does that mean?

HINT:

Everybody wins!
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1793
A yellow fever epidemic breaks 

out in Philadelphia. Over 100 

people start dying daily. Before it 

ends 15 days later, over 5,000 

people had perished.
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Q: What insect carries 

yellow fever?

HINT:

They also carry 

malaria and

West Nile …
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1844
Henry Heinz is born in 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. He 

would eventually become the 

founder and manufacturer of this 

condiment company.
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Q: What company?

HINT:

It makes burnt food 

taste better…
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1877
The “outlaw” Wild Bill Longley, 

who killed 12 men, is hanged. It 

takes 2 tries since the rope slips 

during the first attempt and his 

knees drag on the ground.
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Q: What Amendment outlaws 

hangings today?

HINT:

Hangings are 

classified as

“Cruel & Unusual”…
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1899
The Second Boer War begins 

between the Boers and the 

British. South Africa and the 

Orange Free State are absorbed 

into the British Empire in 1902.
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Q: Does the U.S. have any 

colonies today?

HINT:

It may become the 

51st state one day…
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1906
In California, the San Francisco 

School Board orders the 

segregation of children of this 

national origin. Their move 

incites massive protest.

© 2000 DR. HARTNELL

Q: What national origin?

HINT:

A
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1939
This scientist writes President 

FDR and tells him of the 

feasibility of atomic weapons 

and urges the development of a 

U.S. atomic program.
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Q: What scientist?

HINT:

E = mc2…
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1950
The Federal Communications 

Commission (FCC) authorizes 

CBS to begin color TV 

broadcasts. Not until 1968 do 

color sets outsell black/white.

© 2000 DR. HARTNELL

Q: What does the FCC do?

HINT:

Crappy

Boring

Shows?
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1959
Bobby Darin’s song “Mack the 

____” hits #1 on the Billboard

Hot 100, where it stays for nine 

weeks. Some considered it the 

greatest song ever written.
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Q: “Mack the what”?

HINT:

Not “Spoon” or 

“Fork” but…
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1975
With the words, “Live from New 

York, it’s…” this topical

comedy show debuts on NBC.

Comedian George Carlin hosted 

the first show.
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Q: What show?

HINT:

It’s called “SNL” on 

the streets…
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Today is…
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Just in case you needed an extra reason to celebrate!

National Face Your Fears Day
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Birthdays
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Happy Birthday to you!
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Is it your birthday?

If so, see Dr. Hartnell for 

your official Birthday Pencil!


