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1825
This canal opens, providing 

transportation between the East 

Coast and the Great Lakes. It 

took 8 years and cost $7 million 

(or $209.8 million today).
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Q: What canal?

HINT:

I got a mule, her 

name is Sal, 15 miles 

on the…



1881
The most notorious gunfight of 

the “Wild West” takes place at 

the O.K. Corral. Wyatt Earp and 

Doc Holliday win against

Ike and Billy Clanton.
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Q: In what Arizona city 

was the O.K. Corral?

HINT:

Same name as the 

piece of granite that 

marks where you’re 

buried…



1905
After being ceded to Sweden as 

part of Denmark’s punishment 

for losing the Napoleonic Wars, 

this country is finally granted its 

independence from Sweden.
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Q: What country?

HINT:

“Icky snuka”…



1948
Killer smog settles into Donora, 

a small little town in PA. In just

3 days, 68 people die. Hundreds 

more live out their lives with 

damaged lungs and hearts.
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Q: What is smog?

HINT:

“Sm” + “og” = ?



1962
During the Cuban Missile Crisis, 

President JFK begins plans for a 

U.S. invasion of Cuba. Military 

advisors estimate up to 20,000 

U.S. soldiers could be killed.
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Q: Why does the U.S. not 

invade Cuba?

HINT:

The Commies folded 

like a pup tent…



1962
Childhood friends Keith 

Richards and Mick Jagger form a 

band and record their first demo 

tape. The band exploded on the 

scene three years later.
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Q: What band?

HINT:

They’re STILL 

together and touring 

today…



1977
The last natural case of _______ 

is discovered in Somalia. After 

this, the World Health 

Organization (WHO) declares the 

eradication of this disease.
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Q: What disease?

HINT:

MUCH worse than 

chicken pox…



1997
The left arms of Chen Ming-Kuo 

and Yang Chung-ming are ripped 

off during a 1,500-person tug-of-

war in Taipei. Both arms are later 

reattached.
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Q: How do you win a tug-

of-war contest?

HINT:

Rip off your 

opponent’s arms, 

duh?



2001
Congress passes the “Uniting 

and Strengthening America by 

Providing Appropriate Tools 

Required to Intercept and 

Obstruct Terrorism” Act.
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Q: By what name is it 

better known?

HINT:

Put together the 

underlined letters…



2005
This MLB team breaks its

World Series curse by sweeping 

the Houston Astros. Manager 

Ozzie Guillen becomes the first 

Latino coach to win a WS.
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Q: What MLB team?

HINT:

In 1919, this team 

intentionally lost the 

World Series and 

became known as 

the “Black Sox”…



Today is…

© 2000 DR. HARTNELL

Just in case you needed an extra reason to celebrate!

National Pumpkin Day



Birthdays
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Happy Birthday to you!

Is it your birthday?

If so, see Dr. Hartnell for 

your official Birthday Pencil!


