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I was 23 and in my first year of teaching and split between Walnut 

Springs and Westerville North. As I was walking out of Walnut, a 

teacher stopped me and said, “Something bad has happened in New 

York. A plane hit the World Trade Center.” I went to my apartment 

for lunch and turned on the TV just after the second plane hit and 

watched in horror as the towers collapsed. I listened to Bush’s 

address from Florida on the radio as I drove to North. There was 

an eerie silence when I walked in, and students and staff both 

huddled around TVs in the Media Center. The next day, and after 

being up all night watching news coverage, I wrote the word 

“INFAMY” across the chalkboard. Before I faced the class, I said, 

“Does anyone have any questions?” When I turned around, every 

single student had a hand up. It was baptism by fire for me as a 

first-year teacher – they don’t exactly teach you in “teacher 

school” how to handle America’s worst terrorist attack. There was 

no “go-to” manual. Lesson plans were scrapped for weeks, and we 

talked students through their emotions, which ran the gauntlet 

from fear to depression to outright anger. We lived that history 

together as a class, as a school, and as a country. No one will 

ever forget that.



 

Welles Crowther (“Man in the Red 

Bandana”) was an equities trader in 

the South Tower. He saved 18 people 

by rushing UP the stairs to help the 

wounded. He died when the South 

Tower collapsed. He was just 24.

SEPTEMBER 11, 2001:

Click picture for ESPN segment.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S77KYbkmjwc
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/3/32/WTC-remnant.jpg


 

How should we remember and 

commemorate 9/11 today? 

SEPTEMBER 11, 2001:



4 BC
According to some scholars, 

astrologists, and theologians, 

the Star of Bethlehem is first 

spotted… meaning the birth of 

this religious figure takes place.

© 2000 DR. HARTNELL

Q: What religious figure?

HINT:

He’s central to 

Christianity…



1297

This man leads 15,000 Scottish 

soldiers to victory over the 

English army at the Battle of 

Stirling Bridge.

© 2000 DR. HARTNELL

Q: What Scottish hero?

HINT:

Mel Gibson played 

him in the movie 

“Braveheart”…



1777
British troops under General 

Howe destroy Washington at the 

Battle of Brandywine in PA. The 

British now march unopposed 

toward Philadelphia.
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Q: Why was Philadelphia 

important in 1777?

HINT:

It was the 

Washington, D.C. of 

its day…



1864
A 10-day truce between Union 

General William T. Sherman and 

Confederate General Hood is 

declared so the people of 

Atlanta, Georgia can leave.
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Q: What movie revolved 

around Atlanta’s burning?

HINT:

“Frankly my dear,    I 

don’t give a damn”…



1916

This song is sung for the first 

time at the start of a baseball 

game in Cooperstown,           

New York.
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Q: What song?

HINT:

It’s sung before 

EVERY professional 

game…



1918
The Boston Red Sox win the 

World Series by beating the 

Chicago Cubs 2-1. They don’t 

win another World Series       

until 2004.
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Q: Why did the Red Sox 

think they were cursed?

HINT:

“Curse of the 

Bambino” ring         a 

bell?



1941

Construction of this 5-sided 

headquarters for the U.S. 

Department of Defense begins.
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Q: What building?

HINT:

Ironically, exactly 60 

years later it would 

be the target of a 

massive terrorist 

attack…



1971
This 13-year-old scores his first 

solo #1 hit on the Billboard Hot 

100 when “Go Away Little Girl” 

takes the top spot. The song 

makes him an instant teen idol.
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Q: What 13-year-old?

HINT:

A member of the 

group “The 

Osmonds”, he later 

had a separate 

musical career with 

his sister Marie…



1985
This MLB player for the 

Cincinnati Reds gets his 4,192nd

career hit, breaking Ty Cobb’s 

50-year-old record. (He ends 

with 4,256 hits.)
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Q: What MLB player?

HINT:

He was banned from 

baseball      “for life” 

in 1989 for gambling 

on the game…



2001
In the worst terrorist attack in 

U.S. history, 3 hijacked airplanes 

crash into targets in NYC and 

D.C., while a fourth crashes in a 

field in Pennsylvania.
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Q: What were the targets?

HINT:

The White House 

was where the plane 

that crashed in PA 

was heading…



Today is…
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Just in case you needed an extra reason to celebrate!

National Make Your Bed Day



Birthdays
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Is it your birthday?

If so, see Dr. Hartnell for 

your official Birthday Pencil!

Happy Birthday to you!


