
explain 

it to me... 
 

 

 

 



 

Like with the Mini-Projects, Big Projects allow you to take 

control of your learning in this class! Picking ideas from the 

approved list (found in this packet as well as in the tab “Big 

Projects” within the various units on DrHartnell.com), you get 

to demonstrate the connections you have made with the content 

material in creative and unique ways. Social media, games, doc-

umentaries, and interviews are just a few of the ways history 

can be tailored around your interests and passion!  

 

You will need to complete ONE Big Project for 100 points. (How 

“big” is a Big Project? It’s worth more than the Unit Test!) 

 

These Big Projects can be made using computers, on-line plat-

forms, or with traditional means (markers, posters, etc.). If 

the project is an actual item that you create, take a picture 

of your project and e-mail it to me. Be sure to label all Big 

Project submissions as “Big Project” so they do not get con-

fused (or graded) as a Mini-Project. You MUST pick a different 

Big Project for each unit. In other words, you may not do the 

same project for all six units. 

 

In the event you lose points on a project, you may make the 

necessary changes and resubmit up until the unit’s last day. 

01 

What are Big Projects? 

Be sure to read 

the description 

and the              

requirements for 

each Big Project 

idea. 

 

Be creative! 

Take risks and 

push yourself to 

think “outside 

the box” on 

these Big               

Projects! 



 

Properly submitting Big Projects is very important. These steps 

MUST be followed or the assignment will be returned! 
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How do I submit Big Projects? 

When you share Google Docs or 

Google Slides, follow the 

prompts and use your period, 

unit, and the assignment   

category (Mini-Project, Big 

Project, Movie Review, etc.) 

as the new name.  

After selecting my name, be sure 

to type the specific project 

choice in the message box             

(NCAA Brackets, Children’s Book, 

Collage, etc.). Do not make me 

guess what you are sharing!  

Do NOT forget 

to grant me 

access to your 

Doc/Slides, 

etc. 

If you e-mail, use the same 

details in the subject 

(period, unit, category). 

Type the project choice as 

the text of the e-mail.     

Remember the attachment! 



 

 

Description: Create a yearbook that includes multiple people 

from [insert unit]. 

 

Requirements: This needs to be 10 pages in length and include a 

cover with a picture of the school, 15 "students", 3 "clubs", 3 

"sports", a "Most Likely to..." page, and an autograph page 

(with pretend messages left by these 15 students to each oth-

er). These students should be famous/important people from that 

time, and you should use existing illustrations/pictures or 

photo-shopped versions for everything in your yearbook. It 

should have the look and feel of an actual yearbook. Be crea-

tive! If you construct an actual yearbook, you'll need to take 

a picture of the cover and pages and submit. Google Slides, 

Power Point, or other presentation platforms are strongly rec-

ommended for this particular project. In this case, you would 

need 11 total slides (1 for the “cover” and the rest reserved 

for the pages in the yearbook). 
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Options for Big Projects 

 

YEARBOOK 

 

Description: Pick someone (real or fake) involved in a major 

political, cultural, athletic, educational, societal, reli-

gious, entertainment, or historical event from [insert 

unit] and write a series of diary/journal entries. 

 

Requirements: Real or fake, what might this person be writing a 

journal about? The entries should reference actual events from 

the time period. The person's response or opinion should be in 

line with what it might have actually have been. In other 

words, don't have an anti-war person spouting off pro-war sen-

timents. There should be 10 journal entries written. Each entry 

should be 1-page in length, typed with 12-point/Times New Roman 

font, and double-spaced. The entries should contain dates that 

fit within the parameters of this person's life. The journals 

can be humorous, so long as they aren't offensive.  

 

DIARIES / JOURNALS 



 

 

Description: Write multiple letters back-and-forth between key 

people involved in a major political, cultural, athletic, edu-

cational, societal, religious, entertainment, or historical 

event from [insert unit]. 

 

Requirements: Select 2 (or more) actual people from the time 

period covered by the unit. What might they be writing letters 

to each other about? The letters should reference actual events 

from the time period. The response or opinions of the pen pals 

should be in line with what they might have actually been. In 

other words, don't have an anti-war person spouting off pro-war 

sentiments. There should be 5 letters written by each person 

involved in the pen pal arrangement (10 total). Each letter 

should be formatted and written like an actual letter (1-page 

in length, typed with 12-point/Times New Roman font, and double

-spaced). The letters should contain dates that fit within the 

parameters of the lives of these pen pals. The letters can be 

humorous, so long as they aren't offensive. 
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Options for Big Projects 

 

PEN PALS 

 

 

Description: Write a fictional story about being present at 

a major political, cultural, athletic, educational, societal, 

religious, entertainment, or historical event from [insert 

unit]. 

 

Requirements: This should be 4 pages, typed with 12-point/Times 

New Roman font, and double-spaced. Your account should include 

an introductory paragraph of who the eyewitness is and what 

event they're witnessing. You will need to include your sources 

at the end of your paper.  

 

FIRST PERSON / EYEWITNESS ACCOUNT 



 

 

Description: Create the front page of a fictitious newspaper or 

provide (fake) on-line Yahoo News coverage about major politi-

cal, cultural, athletic, educational, societal, religious, en-

tertainment, or historical events from [insert unit]. 

 

Requirements: This needs to be organized like the front page of 

an actual newspaper (print media) or organized in a fashion 

similar to Yahoo News (on-line media). It should include 5 ar-

ticles (with headlines, stories, and pictures). These articles 

need to be about actual famous/important people/events from 

that time. It should have the look and feel of a real newspaper 

or Yahoo News. Be creative! If you construct an actual newspa-

per, you'll need to take a picture of the cover and pages and 

submit. Google Slides, Power Point, or other presentation plat-

forms are strongly recommended for this particular project. 

05 

Options for Big Projects 

 

NEWSLETTER / YAHOO NEWS 

 

 

TWITTER 

 

Description: Create fake Twitter accounts (and not functioning 

ones) for actual people involved in major political, cultural, 

athletic, educational, societal, religious, entertainment, or 

historical events from [insert unit]. 

 

Requirements: Select 1 or more real people and have them report 

or "live tweet" as an event of historical significance unfolds. 

These tweets should look and sound as real as possible (meaning 

you need to adhere to the 280 characters limit per tweet). A 

total of 20 tweets need to be submitted. All 20 can come from 1 

person or they can be a "collection" of tweets from multi-

ple people. Be creative with the handles, hashtags, and 

tweets. Google Slides, Power Point, or other presentation plat-

forms are strongly recommended for this particular project.  



 

 

Description: Create fake Facebook/Meta accounts (and not func-

tioning ones) for actual people involved in major political, 

cultural, athletic, educational, societal, religious, enter-

tainment, or historical events from [insert unit]. 

 

Requirements: Have these real people post things to their fake 

Facebook/Meta "wall" from or about a historic event. These Fa-

cebook/Meta pages should look as real as possible. If it's just 

one Facebook/Meta page, a total of 20 Facebook "posts" needs to 

be submitted. If you choose to create multiple Facebook/Meta 

pages, a total of 20 posts is needed combined across all pages. 

You may use picture posts only if they include text or an ex-

planation of what's happening in the picture. Be creative with 

page names, hashtags, and posts. Google Slides, Power Point, or 

other presentation platforms are strongly recommended for this 

particular project. 
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Options for Big Projects 

 

FACEBOOK / META 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

 

Description: Create fake Instagram, Snapchat, or other social 

media accounts (and not functioning ones) for actual people in-

volved in major political, cultural, athletic, educational, so-

cietal, religious, entertainment, or historical events from 

[insert unit]. 

 

Requirements: Have these real people post things about (or 

from) historic events. These pages should look as real as pos-

sible (either because they are pictures of them actually at 

these events or because you photo-shopped them into the 

events). A total of 20 "posts" needs to be submitted. If you 

choose to create multiple social media accounts, a total of 20 

posts is needed combined across all accounts. Be creative with 

page names, hashtags, and posts. Google Slides, Power Point, or 

other presentation platforms are strongly recommended for this 

particular project. 



 

 

Description: Write a report on social justice during [insert 

unit]. 

 

Requirements: Pick a Supreme Court ruling or social justice 

event from the material covered by the unit and write a 5-page 

summary (including your opinion). How might this case or event 

have been covered differently today? How might the outcome have 

been rendered differently? The summary must be typed with 12-

point/Times New Roman font and double-spaced. This is NOT to be 

copied and pasted from a Google Search. You will need to in-

clude your sources at the end of your paper. 

07 

Options for Big Projects 

 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

 

 

CARD GAME 

 

Description: Create a card game about a major political, cul-

tural, athletic, educational, societal, religious, entertain-

ment, or historical event/person from [insert unit]. 

 

Requirements: The card game should be more than just a version 

of "War". If created using traditional poster board or actual 

cards, you'll need to take a picture and submit. Google Slides, 

Power Point, or other presentation platforms are strongly rec-

ommended for this particular project. Don't forget to include a 

1-page/slide explanation of how to play your card game. The ex-

planation should be typed with 12-point/Times New Roman font 

and double-spaced. (It does not need to be double-spaced on 

Google Slides.)  



 

 

Description: Create a board game about a major political, cul-

tural, athletic, educational, societal, religious, entertain-

ment, or historical event/person from [insert unit]. 

 

Requirements: The board game should be more than just a version 

of "Monopoly". You will need to design a board, playing pieces, 

cards, etc. If created using traditional poster board, you'll 

need to take a picture and submit. Google Slides, Power Point, 

or other presentation platforms are strongly recommended for 

this particular project. Don't forget to include a 1-page/slide 

explanation of how to play your board game. The explanation 

should be typed with 12-point/Times New Roman font and double-

spaced. (It does not need to be double-spaced on Google 

Slides.) 
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Options for Big Projects 

 

BOARD GAME 

 

 

ALTERNATE HISTORY 

 

Description: Write a "What if?" story about an alternate ver-

sion of something that happened during a major political, cul-

tural, athletic, educational, societal, religious, entertain-

ment, or historical event from [insert unit]. 

  

Requirements: Pick an actual event from the material covered by 

the unit and brainstorm what would've happened if that event 

turned out differently, if a country won a battle it lost, if 

something wasn't invented, or if someone wasn't assassinated. 

This paper needs to include an introductory paragraph explain-

ing how the actual events unfolded. From there you have to show 

the ramifications of what would've happened if it played out 

differently - what might have changed throughout history? These 

new scenarios need to be plausible and not too far-fetched. 

This paper needs to be 5 pages long, typed with 12-point/Times 

New Roman font, and double-spaced. 



 

 

Description: Write and illustrate a children's book about 

a major political, cultural, athletic, educational, societal, 

religious, entertainment, or historical event from [insert 

unit]. 

 

Requirements: Children's books rely heavily on illustrations. 

You don't need to draw these yourself - you can find images and 

clip art to aid your story. The book needs a cover and 20 total 

pages. There should be 3 sentences on each page and a picture 

(in color). Take a complex topic and deliver it in a fashion so 

creative that a child could understand! If you construct an ac-

tual children's book, you'll need to take a picture of the cov-

er and pages and submit. Google Slides, Power Point, or other 

presentation platforms are strongly recommended for this par-

ticular project. In this case, you would need 21 total slides 

(1 for the "cover" and 20 for the rest of the pages in the 

book). 
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Options for Big Projects 

 

CHILDREN’S BOOK 

 

REALITY TV SHOW 

 

Description: Using real political, cultural, athletic, educa-

tional, societal, religious, entertainment, or historical peo-

ple from [insert unit], create a Reality TV Show in which they 

must interact. 

 

Requirements: You can write the script or actually film a ver-

sion of this show. The script should be organized like an actu-

al script with lines and the names of the actors saying them. 

The script should be 5 pages in length and typed with 12-point/

Times New Roman font. It should not be double-spaced. If 

filmed, the show should be 5 minutes in length. No profanity, 

sexual innuendos, or offensive slang/jargon will be tolerated 

in the script or during the show; using such may result in dis-

ciplinary steps being taken. 



 

 

Description: Select 10 existing political cartoons already 

drawn about a major political, cultural, athletic, educational, 

societal, religious, entertainment, or historical event/person 

from [insert unit] and analyze them. 

 

Requirements: Copy and paste the original political cartoons 

into your Word/Google Doc or Google Slides. After that, provide 

a 1-page analysis/opinion for each cartoon. This analysis needs 

to be typed with 12-point/Times New Roman font and double-

spaced. (It does not need to be double-spaced on Google 

Slides.) 

10 

Options for Big Projects 

 

POLITICAL CARTOON ANALYSIS 

 

Description: Pick a major political, cultural, athletic, educa-

tional, societal, religious, entertainment, or historical event 

from [insert unit] and draw your own comic book about it. 

 

Requirements: Comic books rely heavily on illustrations. You 

don't need to draw these yourself - you can find images and 

clip art to aid your story. The book needs a cover and 10 total 

pages. It should be organized like an actual comic book and 

contain panels of illustrations that tell the story (in color). 

If you construct an actual comic book, you'll need to take a 

picture of the cover and pages and submit. Google Slides, Power 

Point, or other presentation platforms are strongly recommended 

for this particular project. In this case, you would need 21 

total slides (1 for the "cover" and 20 for the rest of the pag-

es in the book).  

 

COMIC BOOK 

 



 

 

Description: Make your own documentary about a major political, 

cultural, athletic, educational, societal, religious, enter-

tainment, or historical event/person from [insert unit]. 

 

Requirements: Select a topic from the unit and create a docu-

mentary explaining what happened, etc. Use pictures, music, 

clips, and voiceovers to create a watchable documentary. This 

show should be 5 minutes in length. No script needs to be sub-

mitted with this project but you do need to provide something 

at the end that shows your sources. No profanity, sexual innu-

endos, or offensive slang/jargon will be tolerated in the docu-

mentary (even for historical context); using such may result in 

disciplinary steps being taken. 
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Options for Big Projects 

 

DOCUMENTARY 

 

 

TIME TRAVEL BROCHURE 

 

Description: Pick a major political, cultural, athletic, educa-

tional, societal, religious, entertainment, or historical event 

from [insert unit] and create a brochure to convince people to 

travel "back in time" to witness or be a part of/attend it. 

 

Requirements: Pick an event and provide 10 reasons (with pic-

tures) as to why someone would want to go back in time to re-

visit it. The brochure can be humorous (and satirical), so long 

as it isn't offensive. If you construct an actual brochure, 

you'll need to take a picture of the various pages and submit. 

Google Slides, Power Point, or other presentation platforms are 

strongly recommended for this particular project. In this case, 

you would need 11 total slides (1 for the "cover" and 10 for 

the rest of the pages in the brochure). 



 

 

Description: Write your own poem/song/rap about a major politi-

cal, cultural, athletic, educational, societal, religious, en-

tertainment, or historical event/person from [insert unit] and 

record yourself presenting it at a local poetry reading. 

 

Requirements: For starters, you WILL need to perform this poem/

song/rap at a local poetry reading AND someone will need to 

film you. 

 

A. Song/rap requirements: It should be 4-8 lines per verse and 

should be organized in the following manner: 

 

1. Intro (4 lines) 

2. Verse #1 (4-8 lines) 

3. Chorus (4 lines) 

4. Verse #2 (4-8 lines) 

5. Repeat Chorus (same 4 lines) 

6. Verse #3 (4-8 lines) 

7. Repeat Chorus (same 4 lines) 

8. Outro (4 lines) 

 

This song/rap should be typed with 12-point/Times New Roman 

font. It does not need to be double-spaced. 

 

B. Poem requirements: It should be between 6-10 stanzas (in 

which one stanza is 4 lines) and typed with 12-point/Times New 

Roman font. It does not need to be double-spaced. The poem 

should be meaningful and more than "Roses Are Red...". 

  

Remember! When performing in public, you represent yourself, 

your school, and this classroom. No profanity, sexual innuen-

dos, or offensive slang/jargon will be tolerated; using such 

may result in disciplinary steps being taken. 
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Options for Big Projects 

 

ATTEND AND PERFORM AT A POETRY READING 

 



 

 

Description: Pretend to interview a famous/important person 

from [insert unit]. 

 

Requirements: You may type this up as a transcript or film this 

mock interview (which can be you playing both parts). There 

should be 10 topical questions asked (not counting "What's your 

name?" or "How are you doing?"). You should ask them what they 

recall - or where they were - when a major political, cultural, 

athletic, educational, societal, religious, entertainment, or 

historical event from that time happened. Write down their 

(pretend) responses or record yourself interviewing the 

(pretend) individual. Whether you film this or not, you need to 

provide a transcript of what was asked (and the answers). It 

should be typed with 12-point/Times New Roman font and double-

spaced. If done properly, a transcript for a 10-minute inter-

view should exceed 10 typed pages. 
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Options for Big Projects 

 

INTERVIEW 

 



 

 

Description: Create your own storyboard about a major politi-

cal, cultural, athletic, educational, societal, religious, en-

tertainment, or historical event/person from Colonial America 

(1607-1775), the American Revolution (1775-1783), Antebellum 

America (1783-1861), the Civil War (1861-1865), or Reconstruc-

tion (1865-1877). Storyboards are generally used to map out how 

a script or story will look once it is animated or acted out. 

If you were to create a storyboard for the story “Goldilocks 

and the Three Bears”, the first panel would show Goldilocks in 

front of the bears’ house. The next few panels (“scenes”) would 

portray her eating the different porridges with certain looks 

on her face to show disapproval/approval. Basically, the panels 

break down the story into bite-sized scenes and help the viewer 

picture how it will all come to life. 

 

Requirements: Storyboards obviously rely heavily on illustra-

tions. You don't need to draw these yourself - you can find im-

ages and clip art to aid your story. The storyboard needs a to-

tal of 24 panels. It should be organized like an actual story-

board with 6 panels on each page (4 pages total). These panels 

should be in color. If you construct an actual storyboard, 

you'll need to take a picture of the pages and submit. Google 

Slides, Power Point, or other presentation platforms are 

strongly recommended for this particular project. 
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Options for Big Projects 

 

STORYBOARD 

 


