
explain 

it to me... 
 

 

 

 



 

During the unit, you will need to read a total of FIVE Common 

Literature (“Common Lit”) articles. These readings are designed 

to take you beyond the textbook and allow you to dive deeper 

into a topic of interest. These articles are linked from the 

tab “Common Lit Articles” found within the various units on 

DrHartnell.com.  

 

You do not need a Common Lit account to access the articles. 

After reading the articles, you will answer the Discussion 

Questions and place those in a Google Doc. When all five are 

completed, the Google Doc is e-mailed to/shared with me. Expla-

nations on accessing the Common Lits and setting up the Google 

Doc begin on the next page. 

 

Each Common Lit is worth 10 points. This means, collectively, 

you will earn 50 points for this assignment. 
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What are Common Lits? 



 

There are 30-40 different articles to choose from (per unit), 

and I have provided summaries of each to aid you in your selec-

tion. Keep scrolling until you find an article that catches 

your eye. Think you found one? Go ahead and click on the “CLICK 

HERE” link. This will take you to the actual article on the 

Common Lit website. (Again, you do NOT need a subscription to 

use this site.) Below are screenshots of how this will look if 

you are on a phone or if you are using a laptop/desktop. 
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How do I access the Common Lits? 

This screen will look 

the same regardless 

of how you are            

viewing it (on a 

phone or on a laptop/

desktop). The only               

difference is the       

appearance of color 

text on the laptop/

desktop version. 

 

When you have found 

an article that looks 

interesting, click on 

“CLICK HERE”. 



 

Once to the actual Common Lit 

article, you need to locate 

the Discussion Questions, as 

these will be the only ones 

you are answering. (If the 

questions you see are Multiple 

Choice, you are answering the 

wrong ones. You do NOT need to 

complete the Guiding Questions 

or the Assessment Questions.)  

 

If you are reading on a phone, 

the Discussion Questions can 

be found at the bottom of the 

screen under “Activities”. 

 

If you are reading on a laptop 

or desktop, the Discussion 

Questions will appear along 

the right side of the screen. 

(Please refer to the screen-

shots for examples.)  
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How do I find the Discussion Questions? 

To access the 

Discussion 

Questions on a 

phone, click 

the up arrow 

in the corner    

of the  

“Activities” 

bar. 

To access the Discussion 

Questions on a laptop or 

desktop, click where it 

says “Discussion” on the 

far right side of the 

screen. 



 

Every article has a different 

number of Discussion Ques-

tions. In this example, the 

article has four. You access 

each question by clicking the 

“next” button. 

 

Your answers to the Discussion 

Questions need to be typed up 

in a Google Doc. The answers 

for all five Common Lits 

should be housed in the SAME 

Google Doc. Please be sure to 

indicate which article corre-

sponds with which set of Dis-

cussion Questions. When you 

are finished, share or e-mail 

me the Google Doc. 

 

The organization of the Google 

Doc is discussed on the next 

page. 
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How do I answer the Discussion Questions? 

This article 

has four total 

Discussion 

Questions. 

Use the “Next” and 

“Back” buttons to get 

to each Discussion 

Question. 



 

Pictured below is an example of how to set up a Google Doc to 

house the answers for all five Common Lit articles. 
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Setting up a Google Doc for Common Lits 

Even though your name is on the Google Doc 

file, it does not hurt to put this                

information on the first page. 

You MUST               

indicate WHICH 

Common Lit                 

article you           

selected by                          

typing the title 

at the top. You 

can also easily 

copy and paste 

this from the 

article. Place 

the article’s 

URL underneath 

the title. This    

allows you easy 

access while you 

type in your      

answers. 

Make sure to             

answer ALL of            

the Discussion 

Questions. You can 

copy and paste the 

questions directly 

from the article 

and simply type 

your answers              

underneath. You 

need to use a   

different font  

color to make 

things easier to 

find, etc. 

All five Common Lits need to be included in the SAME Google Doc. 

Please do NOT submit five separate Google Docs. 



 

Properly submitting Common Lits is very important. These steps 

MUST be followed or the assignment will be returned! 
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How do I submit Common Lits? 

When you share Google Docs or 

Google Slides, follow the 

prompts and use your period, 

unit, and the assignment   

category (Common Lits, Mini-

Project, Movie Review, etc.) 

as the new name.  

After selecting my name, be sure 

to type the specific project 

choice in the message box             

(or in this case “Common Lits   

#1-5”). Do not make me guess 

what you are sharing!  

Do NOT forget 

to grant me 

access to your 

Doc/Slides, 

etc. 

If you e-mail, use the same 

details in the subject 

(period, unit, category). 

Type the project choice as 

the text of the e-mail.     

Remember the attachment! 


