
explain 

it to me... 
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What units do we cover in this class? 

Unit #1: Morning in America offers a recap of the first 

half of this class (which you took in 7th/8th Grade) by 

revisiting the American Revolution, the formation of the 

republic, Antebellum America, the Civil War, and Recon-

struction. You will reflect on the accomplishments (and 

missteps) of the Founding Fathers, brush up on the 

Amendments, and arrive at the eve of the Gilded Age.  

Unit #2: America 2.0 picks up in 1877 with what many 

hoped was the dawn of a new age. The guns of the Civil 

War had fallen silent, Reconstruction “reunited” the 

nation (sort of), and Big Business was quick to capital-

ize on an influx of immigrants to the nation’s shores. 

Cities grew, Progressives combated society’s ills, and 

the country turned an imperialistic eye overseas.  

Unit #3: Ka-Boom to Bust starts in 1914 with the world 

slugging it out in the trenches and mud of Europe. Amer-

ica’s success in World War I spawned enthusiastic spend-

ing that catapulted the nation to new highs before eve-

rything came crashing down in 1929. The economic rug had 

been pulled out from under the country’s feet, and, it 

seemed, the good times had forever come to an end.  

Unit #4: King America begins in 1939 with the planet on 

the brink of another world war. Sixty-one nations 

charged into the fray, but, when the dust settled, only 

two emerged as superpowers: the U.S. and the Soviet Un-

ion. The cooling relations between these wartime allies 

quickly divided the world and brought it to the brink of 

nuclear conflict during the ensuing Cold War. 

Unit #5: The American Overhaul starts in 1956 with a 

simple act of defiance in Montgomery, Alabama. A century 

after Lincoln’s prophetic comments that “a house divided 

against itself cannot stand”, America underwent a major 

overhaul. Presidential initiatives, judicial rulings, 

and social protest created a climate of rebellion, con-

frontation, and upheaval not seen since the Revolution.  

Unit #6: The U.S. of Awesome opens up during the 1970s 

with an ignominious end to the war in Vietnam, the res-

ignation of a President, an oil crisis, and hostages in 

the Middle East. Ironically enough, an Olympic hockey 

victory in Lake Placid, New York jump-started a wild 

ride across four decades filled with wars, terrorist 

attacks, crazy elections, impeachments, and a pandemic. 



 

Complete Daily 

Lessons and answer 

the “Fast 5”  

questions before 

time runs out! 

With state standards and high-stakes testing, it can be tricky 

to cover ALL of history, especially when the curriculum packs a 

lot into one or two semesters! In this class, I will dutifully 

check the boxes on all requirements BUT also grant you the op-

portunity to enrich your experience by tailoring it around your 

interests. You are being given the keys to unlock history 

through themes that YOU want to study! Big fan of military his-

tory? Yes, please! Want to trace the history of social justice? 

Go for it! Every unit is worth 400-450 points, and you have 

control over how you accumulate these points by selecting the 

activities that best fit your historical passion and style of 

learning. Everything you need can be found at DrHartnell.com. 

Read fascinating 

Common Lit            

Articles that go 

deeper into the 

subject material.                

Watch a historical 

movie and provide 

a “Siskel & Ebert” 

styled Movie    

Review.              

Write poetry and 

music, create art, 

or use social   

media to complete 

Mini-Projects.              

Tie the entire 

unit together         

by creating an            

all-encompassing 

Big Project. 

Put your wealth of 

new knowledge on          

display by rocking 

(and passing) the 

Unit Test. 
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How does this class work? 



 

 Did you complete the Daily Lessons 

and submit the “Fast 5” questions 

before the end of each class? 

 Worth 5 points every day of the unit. 

 Did you read the 5 Common Lit Arti-

cles? Did you answer the Discussion 

Questions for each article? 

 Worth 50 points (5 x 10 points each). 

 

 

 Did you complete 2 Mini-Projects? Did 

you follow the instructions to make 

sure all requirements were met? 

 Worth 50 points (2 x 25 points each). 

 

 Did you complete 1 Big Project? Did 

you follow the instructions to make 

sure all requirements were met? 

 Worth 100 points. 

 

 Did you watch 1 movie? Did you com-

plete the Movie Review by answering 

all of the questions?  

 Worth 25 points. 

 

 Did you use Schoology to take the 

Unit Test during Assessment Week? 

 Worth 100 points. 

 

 

03 

What needs to be turned in for every unit? 
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Check the Pacing 

Guide for the 

Daily Lessons 

you should work 

on during class. 

What should I be doing every day in class? 

You need to         

complete/submit  

5 Common Lits.  

 

50 points  

You need to         

complete/submit  

2 Mini-Projects.  

 

50 points  

You need to         

complete/submit  

1 Big Project.  

 

100 points  

You need to         

complete/submit  

1 Movie Review.  

 

25 points  

You need to          

pass the Test. 

 

100 points  

There is ALWAYS something to 

work on during class. 
 

There is ALWAYS something to 

work on at home. 

After completing 

the lesson, you 

need to answer 

the “Fast 5” 

questions (found 

at the end of 

the lesson). 

These questions 

are specific to 

the lesson you 

just finished. 

The answers come 

from the lesson. 

You must e-mail 

me your answers 

before leaving 

class.                   

 

5 points               

every lesson 
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Class Website (Main Page) 

Everything you need for all assignments across every unit is 

housed at DrHartnell.com. From this site you will access each 

unit’s Pacing Guide, Daily Lessons, links to the Common Lits, 

ideas for Mini-Projects and Big Projects, info about the Movie 

Reviews, and how to succeed on the Unit Test. Detailed descrip-

tions and “Explain it to me...” guides are provided for each of 

the assignments you need to complete. 

 

 

The website will look a 

little different                   

depending on how you 

view it. A screenshot of 

how the landing page 

looks on a laptop/

desktop is shown to the 

left; cell phone below. 

If  

viewing 

on a 

phone, 

click 

the       

button 

with the 

3 bars 

to            

access 

the menu 

(or just 

scroll). 
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Class Website (AH Page) 

From DrHartnell.com, click on the button labeled “American His-

tory” to access the materials for this specific course. 

 

 

Once to the American 

History landing 

page, select the 

unit that we are 

studying as a class. 

That will take you 

to the specific 

unit’s page. From 

there you can find 

the activities and 

lessons that need to 

be completed         

during the unit. 
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Pacing Guide 

The Pacing Guide will help you stay on 

track. It can be found on the landing 

page for each unit and has a hiker in-

side a green circle. Clicking on the 

button labeled “Pacing Guide” will open 

up a PDF. An example is shown below. 

 

Look here 

to see 

what you 

should be 

working 

on during 

class.  

If you click the blue 

link, it takes you to 

the Daily Lessons 

page. Go through the 

lesson for that day 

and submit your “Fast 

Five” answers            

before leaving class. 

If you get done with 

your Daily Lesson and 

have time left in the 

class period, you 

should work on your 

unit assignments. 

These can also be done 

at home.  
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Daily Lessons & “Fast 5” (Part 1 of 3) 

Think of Daily Lessons as having the “lecture notes” at your 

disposal. You can access these lessons by clicking on the    

hyperlink within the Pacing Guide or using the button labeled 

“Daily Lessons & Fast 5” from the unit’s landing page. 

 Here is an          

example of the 

“Daily Lessons 

& Fast 5”  

landing page 

for Unit #1: 

Morning in 

America. 

If the Pacing 

Guide says you 

should complete 

Daily Lesson 

#3, click on 

the button            

labeled “Daily 

Lesson #3” when 

you get to this 

screen. This 

will open up 

the lesson, 

which is saved 

as a PDF. Go 

through the 

lesson, answer 

the “Fast 5” 

questions at 

the end, and   

e-mail me     

before you 

leave class  

for the day. 
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Daily Lessons & “Fast 5” (Part 2 of 3) 

When you open up a specific lesson, it appears as a PDF. Below 

are some screenshots of what to pay attention to when going 

through a Daily Lesson. 

This is the title slide of the 

Daily Lesson PDF presentation. 

It will appear at the start of 

every lesson in the unit.  

The second slide will show the 

lesson you are viewing.           

The AH 1.03 means “American              

History Unit 1, Lesson 3”. 

These lessons double as guided 

notes. The material in red is 

the stuff you would fill in if 

this were a “live” lecture. 

Pay close attention to the   

red information. You will need 

to reference it when you            

answer the “Fast 5” questions. 
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After you finish going through the Daily Lesson, you need to 

answer the “Fast 5” questions found at the very end and e-mail 

them to me before you leave class for the day. 

When you see this slide, you 

have finished the Daily Lesson 

PDF presentation. You will now 

move to the “Fast 5”.  

The “Fast 5” contains FIVE 

questions about the specific 

lesson you just finished. The 

answers come from the lesson. 

Inside the e-mail, you 

must copy and paste the 

question. Place your              

answers underneath the 

questions (and use a  

different font color). 

These are worth 5 points 

total (1 point each). 

Your e-mail MUST contain your period 

and unit/lesson number as the subject. 

The “Fast 5” are to be completed on their assigned 

day and not in advance or all at once. 

Daily Lessons & “Fast 5” (Part 3 of 3) 
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Textbooks 

Each course comes with a state-

approved and district-issued textbook. 

I have taken the different sections 

within each textbook chapter and lined 

those up with the units in my class. 

This reading is OPTIONAL and meant to 

further enrich your understanding of 

the material. No assignments are asso-

ciated with this reading. I have a set 

of books in my classroom that you may 

use, but you are also able to access 

the reading on-line at DrHartnell.com. 



 

During the unit, you will need to read a total of FIVE Common 

Literature (“Common Lit”) articles. These readings are designed 

to take you beyond the textbook and allow you to dive deeper 

into a topic of interest. These articles are linked from the 

tab “Common Lit Articles” found within the various units on 

DrHartnell.com.  

 

You do not need a Common Lit account to access the articles. 

After reading the articles, you will answer the Discussion 

Questions and place those in a Google Doc. When all five are 

completed, the Google Doc is e-mailed to/shared with me. Expla-

nations on accessing the Common Lits and setting up the Google 

Doc begin on the next page. 

 

Each Common Lit is worth 10 points. This means, collectively, 

you will earn 50 points for this assignment. 
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Common Lit Articles 



 

Mini-Projects are part of how you take control of your learning 

in this class! Picking ideas from the approved list (found in 

the tab “Mini-Projects” within the various units on DrHart-

nell.com), you get to demonstrate the connections you have made 

with the content material in creative and unique ways. Artwork, 

music, poetry, and videos are just a few of the ways history 

can be tailored around your interests and passion!  

 

You will need to complete TWO Mini-Projects (25 points each) 

for a total of 50 points.  

 

A third Mini-Project may be done for up to 10 bonus points. 

 

These Mini-Projects can be made using computers, on-line plat-

forms, or with traditional means (markers, posters, etc.). If 

the project is an actual item that you create, take a picture 

of your project and e-mail it to me. Label all e-mails “Mini-

Project 1”, “Mini-Project 2”, or “Mini-Project Extra Credit”. 

You MUST pick different Mini-Projects for each unit. In other 

words, you may not do the same projects for all six units. 

 

In the event you lose points on a project, you may make the 

necessary changes and resubmit up until the unit’s last day. 
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Mini-Projects 

Be sure to read 

the description 

and the              

requirements for 

each Mini-

Project idea. 

 

Be creative! 

Take risks and 

push yourself to 

think “outside 

the box” on 

these Mini-

Projects! 



 

Like with the Mini-Projects, Big Projects allow you to take 

control of your learning in this class! Picking ideas from the 

approved list (found in the tab “Big Projects” within the vari-

ous units on DrHartnell.com), you get to demonstrate the con-

nections you have made with the content material in creative 

and unique ways. Social media, games, documentaries, and inter-

views are just a few of the ways history can be tailored around 

your interests and passion!  

 

You will need to complete ONE Big Project for 100 points. (How 

“big” is a Big Project? It’s worth more than the Unit Test!) 

 

These Big Projects can be made using computers, on-line plat-

forms, or with traditional means (markers, posters, etc.). If 

the project is an actual item that you create, take a picture 

of your project and e-mail it to me. Be sure to label all Big 

Project submissions as “Big Project” so they do not get con-

fused (or graded) as a Mini-Project. You MUST pick a different 

Big Project for each unit. In other words, you may not do the 

same project for all six units. 

 

In the event you lose points on a project, you may make the 

necessary changes and resubmit up until the unit’s last day. 
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Big Projects 

Be sure to read 

the description 

and the              

requirements for 

each Big Project 

idea. 

 

Be creative! 

Take risks and 

push yourself to 

think “outside 

the box” on 

these Big               

Projects! 
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Movie Reviews 

During the unit, you will need to watch ONE movie picked from 

my approved list from the tab “Unit Movies” found within the 

various units on DrHartnell.com. You will need to watch this 

movie at home or during a work day, so be sure to bring head-

phones/ear buds. 

 

Most of these movies are available for free on any number of 

streaming services or on-line. Please do NOT feel as though you 

need to purchase or pay money to rent a movie. If you have 

questions, concerns, or issues finding a movie, please let me 

know. (That being said, do NOT wait until the day everything is 

due to tell me you were unable to find a movie.) 

 

Once you have viewed your movie, write up a review in a Google 

Doc by answering the Movie Review questions (found on the class 

site). You earn 25 points for completing the Movie Review. 

NOTE: If you are NOT               

permitted to watch R-rated 

movies, do NOT pick a movie 

that is rated as such (nice 

try). This assignment is NOT 

giving you permission to 

watch R-rated movies if you 

are not allowed. If your             

parents/guardians permit you 

to do so, then so be it. For 

this reason, I made sure to 

also include PG, PG-13, and 

Made-For-TV movies in the 

list. I have provided links 

to the Internet Movie             

Database (iMDb) so you can 

see what it is rated, read 

reviews, and watch trailers 

to determine if this is a 

film you are allowed to 

watch (or want to watch). 



 

You will cap off your unit requirements by completing a Unit 

Test. All tests are taken on-line via Schoology. The Unit Tests 

are worth 100 points. They are not open for re-assessment. 

 

Tests are available during “Assessment Week”. Students sign up 

for a specific day to complete their test during class. Because 

only EIGHT students may take a test on any given day, students 

should pace themselves accordingly. Students are encouraged to 

have turned in all of their Common Lits, their Movie Review, 

their two Mini-Projects, and their Big Project before signing 

up, although this is not required to take the test. 

 

Not signing up for (or attempting) a test (absences aside) will 

result in automatic failure for that assessment. 
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Unit Tests 

Schoology is 

only used for 

your Unit 

Tests.                       

For everything 

else, use 

DrHartnell.com. 

Matching is one of the 

types of questions you 

will see on the test. 
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This Day in History (TDIH) 

On the main page for DrHartnell.com, 

you will find a button labeled “This 

Day in History”. Using TDIH, you can 

find out the key events that happened 

on any given day (like your birthday)! 

This is not for a grade... so enjoy! 

 

This is the 

title slide 

for TDIH. 

Each day 

contains 10 

key events. 

If it            

happened in 

sports, 

science, 

movies, 

war, crime, 

art, music          

(the song 

playing as 

you enter 

class), or 

U.S./World    

History, it 

will be 

posed as a 

trivia 

question! 

The 

“National 

Day” is 

shown at 

the end of 

TDIH. 
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Contact Dr. Hartnell 

The fastest way to reach me will be     

e-mail, which is: hartnelb@wcsoh.org. 

(NOTE: Unlike the spelling of my actual 

last name, my school e-mail ad-

dress contains only one “L”.) 

 

Please reach out if you ever have a 

question or a concern. Life happens, so 

keep me in the loop if your student 

needs some additional attention or ex-

tended time on assignments. I am here to 

help!  


