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The Founding of American Democracy 
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COLONIZATION AND REVOLUTION 
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A CONVENTION OF COMPROMISES 
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The Great Compromise 
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The Three-Fifths Compromise 

�12;>1�-:0�-2@1>�@41�;N/5-8�2;A:05:3�;2�@41�):5@10�'@-@1?��9-:E�<1;<81�C1>1�@-71:�

+�
,�

�	   &1.18?�A?10�C1-<;:?�@;�@>E�@;�;B1>@-71�@41�?@-@1�3;B1>:91:@	�

	   �81D-:01>��-958@;:�C-?�-��;A:05:3��-@41>�-:0�L>?@�?1/>1@->E�;2�@41�@>1-?A>E	�






2>;9��2>5/-�@;�@41��91>5/-?�-3-5:?@�@415>�C588�-:0�2;>/10�5:@;�?8-B1>E	�'@-@1?�C5@4�
8->31�<;<A8-@5;:?�;2�1:?8-B10�<1;<81�@4;A34@�@41E�?4;A80�/;A:@�-?�<->@�;2�@415>�
;B1>-88�<;<A8-@5;:?	���4534�@;@-8�<;<A8-@5;:�91-:@�@4-@�@41?1�?@-@1?�/;A80�4-B1�
9;>1�01813-@1?�5:�@41��;A?1�;2�&1<>1?1:@-@5B1?�G�-:0�@41>12;>1�9;>1�<;C1>	�
'@-@1?�C5@4�21C1>�1:?8-B10�<1>?;:?�C1>1�-3-5:?@�@45?	 

�B1:@A-88E��@41�?@-@1?�/-91�@;�-:�-3>1191:@	�$:8E�@4>11�L2@4?�;2�1-/4�?@-@1H?�
<;<A8-@5;:�;2�1:?8-B10�<1;<81�/;A:@10�@;C->0�@41�?@-@1H?�@;@-8�<;<A8-@5;:	��1?<5@1�
/;:@>5.A@5:3�@;�-�?@-@1�<;<A8-@5;:�-:0�@41>12;>1�@41�:A9.1>�;2�?@-@1�
>1<>1?1:@-@5B1?��1:?8-B10�<1;<81�C1>1�:;@�/;:?501>10�/5@5F1:?�-:0�@41>12;>1�4-0�
:;�B;5/1�5:�@41�/;A:@>E�C41>1�@41E�85B10�-:0�@4-@�@415>�2;>/10�8-.;>�418<10�.A580	�
(45?�>A81�>19-5:10�-�<->@�;2�@41�)	'	��;:?@5@A@5;:�A:@58�-2@1>�@41��91>5/-:��5B58�*->	�

THE CONTENTS OF THE CONSTITUTION 

(41�911@5:3�1:010�;:�'1<@19.1>���������	�(41�>1?A8@�C-?�-�0;/A91:@�/-8810�@41�
�;:?@5@A@5;:�;2�@41�):5@10�'@-@1?�;2��91>5/-	��@�4-0�;:8E�?1B1:�->@5/81?�-:0�C-?�@41�
?4;>@1?@�/;:?@5@A@5;:�5:�@41�C;>80	��@�C-?:H@�8;:3��.A@�5@�/;B1>10�C4-@�@41��;A:05:3�
�-@41>?�.1851B10�@;�.1�@41�9;?@�59<;>@-:@�<->@?�;2�3;B1>:91:@	�

Separation of Powers 
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Checks and Balances 

�1E;:0�;>3-:5F5:3�@41�3;B1>:91:@�5:�.>-:/41?��@41��;A:05:3��-@41>?�9-01�5@�?;�

+��,�

�



1-/4�.>-:/4�/;A80�?@;<�-:;@41>�2>;9�9-75:3�/1>@-5:�01/5?5;:?�;>�3-5:5:3�@;;�9A/4�
<;C1>	�(45?�5?�/-8810�-�?E?@19�;2�/41/7?�-:0�.-8-:/1?	�

�;>�1D-9<81���;:3>1??�C>5@1?�@41�8-C?��.A@�5@H?�A<�@;�@41�<>1?501:@�@;�-<<>;B1�@419	�
(41�'A<>191��;A>@�/-:�>1B1>?1�:1C�8-C?�52�@41E�0119�@419�A:/;:?@5@A@5;:-8	�

Federalism 

(41��;A:05:3��-@41>?�-8?;�C-:@10�@;�9-71�?A>1�@41�?@-@1?�9-5:@-5:10�?;91�
-A@4;>5@E	�(41�.-8-:/1�;2�<;C1>�.1@C11:�@41�/1:@>-8�3;B1>:91:@�-:0�-88�;2�@41�
?@-@1�3;B1>:91:@?�5?�/-8810�2101>-85?9	�

$:1�1D-9<81�;2�@45?�.-8-:/1�5?�@41�'1:-@1	��B1>E�?@-@1�4-?�@C;�>1<>1?1:@-@5B1?��:;�
9-@@1>�4;C�.53�5@�5?��9-75:3�@41�?@-@1?�1=A-88E�<;C1>2A8�5:�@41�'1:-@1	��:;@41>�
1D-9<81�5?�@41�<>1?501:@5-8�181/@5;:	��-/4�?@-@1�4;80?�5@?�;C:�181/@5;:	�(41�>1?A8@?�
->1�/;A:@10�8-@1>�-?�<->@�;2�@41��81/@;>-8��;88131	�

CONSTITUTIONAL DISAGREEMENTS 

(41�)	'	��;:?@5@A@5;:�C-?�/->12A88E�C>5@@1:�@;�?4->1�<;C1>�.1@C11:�@41�?@-@1?�-:0�
@41�/1:@>-8�3;B1>:91:@	��;C1B1>��:;@�1B1>E�;:1�;2�@41��;A:05:3��-@41>?�@4;A34@�5@�
C-?�3;;0�1:;A34	�(41�L>?@�@C;�<->@E�?E?@19��/;:?5?@5:3�;2�@41��101>-85?@?�-:0�@41�
�:@5��101>-85?@?��C-?�2;>910	�(41��:@5��101>-85?@?�21->10�@41�/1:@>-8�3;B1>:91:@�
C;A80�4-B1�@;;�9A/4�<;C1>	�

 -91?�"-05?;:���81D-:01>��-958@;:��-:0� ;4:� -E � �-88�C>;@1�1??-E?�?A<<;>@5:3�@41�
:1C�/;:?@5@A@5;:	�(41?1�C1>1�/-8810�@41��101>-85?@�%-<1>?	�(41E�->3A10�5:�2-B;>�;2�-�
?9-88�.A@�?@>;:3�/1:@>-8�3;B1>:91:@	�(41�<-<1>?�C;>710��-:0�.E����
��-88��
�
/;8;:51?�>-@5L10� �@41�)	'��;:?@5@A@5;:	�

+�
,�

�	   !571��-958@;:�� -91?�"-05?;:�-:0� ;4:� -E�C1>1�-8?;��;A:05:3��-@41>?	�
�	   Ratify (verb) @;�9-71�-�0;/A91:@��?A/4�-?�-�8-C�;>�@>1-@E��;N/5-8�.E�?53:5:3�5@�;>�

B;@5:3�2;>�5@�

�



��&#��,1+"'+%�,$�
*#.'!�+��#*,!.�!5�� 5��#//'!���!�'.+#5���,-5.'%&0�6������ 5�
�,**,+�'0���+!���&'/�0#40�'/�)'!#+/#"�1+"#.�����������
������

�+)#//�,0&#.3'/#�+,0#"��0&'/�!,+0#+0�'/�)'!#+/#"�1+"#.�0&#� ����������
�	���)'!#+/#�

THE BILL OF RIGHTS 
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THE CONSTITUTION TODAY 
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Text-Dependent Questions 

Directions: For the following questions, choose the best answer or respond in 
complete sentences. 
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Discussion Questions 

Directions: Brainstorm your answers to the following questions in the space 
provided. Be prepared to share your original ideas in a class discussion. 
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